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The great lie 
about Iraq's 
nuclear arms 


THE most scaremongering 
excuse for war has turned 
out to be the biggest lie 
the US and British 
governments have yet 
cooked up. 

They claimed Iraq was on 
the brink of developing nuclear 
weapons. That accusation was 
a central part of the “dossier” 
Tony Blair published on 24 
September last year. 

Now Mohamed EI Baradei, 
who is in charge of nuclear 
inspections, says the entire story 
is based on fake documents. 

Blair’s dossier has already 
been shown to be mostly lifted 
from an old student thesis. 

This latest exposé concerns the 
dossier’s claim that Iraq had 
between 1999 and 2001 been 
buying uranium for use in nuclear 
weapons from “an African state”. 

Two months after the dossier 
was published the US state 
department named Niger as the 
state responsible. 

Mohamed E] Baradei reported 
to the United Nations Security 
Council last week that 
“documents that formed the bases 
for the report of recent uranium 
transactions between Iraq and 
Niger are in fact not authentic. 
These specific allegations are 
unfounded.” 

The inspectors discovered 
this by simply comparing the 
documents with genuine letters 
from the Niger government. 
Signatures and letterheads did 
not match. 

El Baradei also repeated his 
view that it was “highly unlikely” 
that aluminium tubes Iraq had 
tried to purchase could be used in 
a nuclear programme. 

The US first made that claim 
on 12 September last year. Later 
that month the British government 
embellished it. 

The atomic arms inspectors 
have also rubbished the 
US/British story that Iraq was 
trying to obtain special magnets 
for use in turning uranium into the 
basis for an atomic bomb. 

Nothing is now left of the 
“evidence” Bush and Blair have 
presented of Iraq’s nuclear arms. 

That’s why they are shifting 
the goalposts to broaden the 
definition of “weapons of mass 
destruction”. 

They do not, of course, include 
their own weapons on the list— 
including cluster bombs, the 
planned use of CS gas on the 
battlefield, fuel air explosives and 
other arms. 

Instead, they were trying to 
create a panic this week over the 
discovery of an unmanned souped- 
up glider in Iraq. They said it 
“could” carry chemical weapons. 
But so could a hot air balloon. 

Anything the Iraqi army 
possesses is as nothing next to the 
enormous destructive power of 
the US military. 

The talk of “disarming Iraq”’ is 


not about avoiding war. It is about 
removing any obstacle to US and 
British forces so their invasion 
becomes a one sided slaughter. 
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Battlin 
at home 


WHILE TONY Blair was 
trying to drum up support 
for war his government 
was pressing ahead with 
its agenda on other fronts. 

Education secretary 
Charles Clarke was off 
selling New Labour’s 
plans to impose top-up 
fees on higher education. 

Health secretary Alan 
Milburn let slip that he 
was considering renaming 
his planned “foundation 
hospitals” as “foundation 
companies”’. 

Home secretary David 
Blunkett was also pushing 
a vile new policy. He is 
dropping legislation to 
help the victims of crime 
to make begging a 
criminal offence. 

Chancellor Gordon 
Brown’s claim to have 
ended “boom and bust” 
in the economy is looking 
like a sick joke this week. 

Share prices tumbled, 
and the total value of 
shares in Britain is less 
than half what it was at the 
height of the 1990s boom. 

That means more 
assaults on workers’ 
pensions, as companies 
push wage cuts to plug the 
gap in pension funds 
caused by falling share 
prices. 

And it threatens both 
job cuts and public 
spending cuts on a scale 
not seen for years. 

On Tuesday steel 
maker Corus announced 
plans to massacre 3,000 
more jobs. 

Blair hopes to ride the 
storm over war, and then 
crush resistance on all the 
other fronts. 

If he can be stopped or 
toppled over war, then the 
government will find it 
much more difficult to 
press attacks on every 
other issue. 


TOMMY SHEPPARD was 
deputy general secretary of 
the Scottish Labour Party 
from 1994 to 1997, and 
before that he was a key 
figure in Labour’s student 
organisation. 

He was a key architect in 
Scotland of Labour’s 1997 
election victory. 

This week he wrote in the 
Scottish Left Review why he 
was quitting the party. Here 
are some extracts: 


REVOLT AGAIN 


Crisis inside 
Labour Party 


CRISIS IS gripping the 
Labour Party as Blair 
drives towards war. 

Cabinet minister Clare 
Short attacked the prime 
minister as “reckless”, 
and threatened to resign if 
Blair went to war without 
United Nations backing. 

In ordinary times that 
would be enough for instant 
sacking from her cabinet 
job. 

Yet as Socialist Worker 
went to press Blair had not 
dared move against his Over- 
seas Development Secretary. 

“Minister’s Survival Is 


HE'S CNLY SeT 
WEEKS To 40 TE 
REGIME'S on THE 


Sign Of Prime Minister’s 
Vulnerability”, headlined 
the Financial Times busi- 
ness paper. 

Short has until now loy- 
ally backed war in parlia- 
mentary votes. She is now 
drawing the line at the US 
and Britain going to war 
alone. 

War is wrong with or 
without the UN, but her 
stance has revealed the deep 
fissures ripping through 
Labour’s ranks. 

Political commentators 
talk of other cabinet minis- 
ters, such as Robin Cook, also 
preparing to resign if Bush 


POINT OF coLLAPRE. 


“I JOINED the Labour 
Party in 1979, just before 
my 21st birthday. Now 25 
years later I’ve finally got 
around to cancelling the 
direct debit. I can no longer 
bring myself to vote Labour. 

“My outlook has barely 
changed, but clearly the 
Labour Party has. I can no 
longer believe the Labour 
Party is likely to change the 
world very much, or at least 
not in a direction I would like. 


“On every level the ac- 
tions and expressed beliefs 
of the government create a 
range of negative emotions; 
sometimes merely irrita- 
tion, more often disgust and 
contempt. 

“The Labour govern- 
ment’s continuing love affair 
with a right wing Republican 
administration in the White 
House is the most depressing 
and demeaning spectacle. 

“Tt is sickening to behold 


and Blair go to war alone. 

A wave of junior govern- 
ment figures are already 
saying they too will resign. 

Andy Reed, official par- 
liamentary aide to environ- 
ment secretary Margaret 
Beckett, this week resigned 
his position because of the 
war. 


Resign 


By Tuesday at least five 
other parliamentary private 
secretaries to ministers had 
also threatened to resign 
over the war in some cir- 
cumstances: Michael Foster, 


-S50ON THE | 
COUNTRY WILL 
BE LIBERATED! 


the British prime minister 
play Robin to Bush’s Batman 
gallivanting throughout the 
world from one imperial cru- 
sade to the next. 

“Labour has also failed at 
home. It started well, but de- 
volution quickly became an 
end in itself rather than a start 
of a process of democratisa- 
tion and self-government. 

“Particularly disappoint- 
ing is that Labour has spent 
so much of our cash in fund- 


Dennis Turner, Russell 
Brown, Lorna Fitzsimmons 
and Anne Campbell. 

In Scotland, the crisis 
over the war has meshed 
with the run-up to Scottish 
parliamentary elections in 
May, to create an even 
sharper crisis for Blair. 

Tommy Sheppard is a 
former deputy general secre- 
tary of the Scottish Labour 
Party. He has resigned from 
the Labour Party (see below). 

The Scottish Labour 
Party’s former treasurer Bob 
Thomson called Blair “a 
cuckoo with no Labour con- 
nections” who should resign 


Key figure quits the Party in Scotland 


ing partnerships with the pri- 
vate sector. Why has it 
become extremist to argue 
that public services should 
not be run for profit? 

“Labour has continued 
the shift from direct to indi- 
rect taxation and introduced 
tax cuts which mean the rich 
get richer and the poor get 
(relatively) poorer. 

“IT can’t pretend this is 
OK anymore, and I with- 
draw my consent.” 


as party leader. 

The crisis at the top of 
the Labour Party is driven 
by the anger and disgust 
among thousands of ordi- 
nary party members. 

Reports suggest that 
some 40,000 Labour Party 
members across Britain 
have already quit in protest 
over war on Iraq. 

Behind all this stands the 
huge wave of mobilisations 
and anger against the war 
across the country. 

We need to step up the 
protests so that if Blair does 
go to war his regime is one 
of the first casualties. 


Rebels 
Speak for 
majonty 


THE CRISIS ripping 
through the Labour Party 
is the deepest in decades. 

It is quite unlike the 
crisis which swept the 
party in the 1950s or 1980s 
over issues like nuclear 
weapons. 

Then many of those at 
the heart of rebellion 
against the leadership were 
fighting over an internal 
issue of party policy. 

That was echoed by 
movements in the country 
as a whole. 

But the debates were 
not matters which gripped 
the passion of the majority 
of the population. 

This time those oppos- 
ing attacking Iraq in 
Labour’s ranks are not 
speaking for a concerned 
minority in society. 

They are echoing what 
the majority of people feel, 
and feel passionately. 


Not the time for 
secret protests 


TONY BLAIR is gambling 
that he can contain the re- 
bellion in Labour’s ranks. 

He thinks that if he can 
win a second United Nations 
Security Council resolution 
it will head off the revolt. 

Even if he and Bush go 
to war alone, Blair hopes 
that once troops are in action 
Labour’s rebels will back 
down and support war. 

It is a gamble he could 
easily lose. 

But for that to happen 
means the anti-war move- 
ment should not rely on 
manoeuvres within the 
Labour Party. 


Turning to 


TOMMY Sheppard’s res- 
ignation has shaken the 
Labour Party in Scotland. 

He suggests that he may 
back the Scottish National 
Party in May’s elections. 

Labour and the Scottish 
National Party are now 
neck and neck in opinion 
polls. 

But many others in 
Scotland are drawing the 
far better conclusion that 
the alternative to New 


Key cabinet ministers are 
reputed to have privately 
told journalists that they 
could resign. 

The time is long past for 
private doubts, off the record 
briefings, backroom cabals 
or even mere threats to 
resign. 

All those who oppose 
war, including MPs, ministers 
and cabinet members, have to 
make a stand, and now. 

They must be pressed to 
publicly make clear to Blair 
that he has a simple choice. 

That is between his sur- 
vival in office and support 
for Bush’s war. 


Socialism 


Labour is the Scottish So- 
cialist Party (SSP). 

A series of opinion 
polls has suggested that 
the SSP could overtake 
the Tories in Scotland and 
win up to eight seats in the 
Scottish Parliament at 
Holyrood. 

Tommy Sheridan, the 
SSP’s single current MSP, 
says: 

“If we can maintain this 
support we will send at 
least eight socialists to 
Holyrood in May.” 


Who uses 
veto most? 


RUSSIA has used a veto 
only twice since the 1991 
collapse of the Soviet 
Union. 


FRANCE has used a veto 
separately from Britain and 
the US only five times in the 
history of the UN. 

CHINA likewise has only 
used its veto five times. 
BRITAIN has used a veto 32 
times, on 23 occasions 
alongside the US. 

THE US has wielded its 
veto on 76 occasions, 35 
times to defend the actions 
of Israel. 


SQLIDARITY HELPS TO FREE 
EGYPTIAN ANTI-WAR ACTIVISTS 


JAILED EGYPTIAN anti-war activists 
have been freed. Most had been held in jail 
since an anti-war demonstration in the cap- 
ital, Cairo, in January. 

Some, like Kemal Khalil, a leader of 
Egypt’s anti-war movement, had been kid- 
napped by undercover police. All had been 
held without charge. 

The releases are a huge boost for the anti- 
war movement in Egypt, and show how anx- 
ious the Egyptian government is becoming 
in the face of growing anti-war protests. 

A week ago Egypt’s government was 
forced to permit an anti-war protest at the 
national football stadium which saw 
100,000 people attend. 

A spokesperson for the prisoners said, “I 
and many others here believe that interna- 
tional pressure was central to the release 
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ONE BIG NO 


Anti-war concert in support of the Stop 
the War Coalition (www.stopwar.org.uk) 


PAUL WELLER IAN McCULLOCH 
FAITHLESS FRAN HEALY 


of the activists. We thank everyone who 
was involved. 

“We have received hundreds of e-mails 
from all over the world and we know of 
demonstrations at Egyptian embassies in sev- 
eral cities. You have made a great difference.” 


EVAN DANDO BETH ORTON 
MARK THOMAS BEN) AMIN ZEPHANIAH 


AND SPECIAL GUESTS 


Saturday 15 March, Shepherd’s Bush Empire 
(Shepherd's Bush @), London. Doors open 7pm 
Tickets £20/£30 from Ticketmaster 08701 602 
831, Shepherd’s Bush Empire Box Office 08707 
712 000, www.ticketweb.co.uk 


Socialist Worker 
is on the internet at 
www.socialistworker.co.uk 
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PROTESTS LIKE this did have an impact 
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BUSH AND Blair threatened 
war on Iraq within days as So- 
cialist Worker went to 

Tony Blair cannot miss the scale 
of opposition to war. 

He saw two million march in 
London, he watched 122 Labour MPs 
rebel, he knows that this is the great- 
est crisis inside the Labour Party for 
over 70 years. 

Any lingering belief that he still had 
the majority with him must have been 
dispelled on Monday night. 

He was slow-handclapped by a 
studio audience as he appealed on tele- 
vision for people to back him over Iraq. 

Members of the audience who had 
lost friends or relatives on 11 Sep- 
tember told Blair not to put other 
families through the same horror. 

Blair desperately hopes that once 
the fighting begins then the opposition 
will evaporate and almost everyone 
will “get behind our boys”. 

He may be right about layers of 
people in parliament. 

But the millions who back the anti- 
war movement see the start of war 
as an outrage, an undemocratic and 
unjustified decision to murder. 

Everyone who opposes war 
has to organise now to turn that 
anger into a new and much more 
militant level of mass activity. 

If Blair takes us to war, we will 
take to the streets. 

The barbarism which Bush and 
Blair are planning has to be answered 
by strikes, work stoppages, student 
occupations, school walkouts and 
flooding the streets with people. 

W hen the Stealth bombers and 
the cruise missiles are incinerating 
Iraqi civilians, millions of people across 
Britain will not want to just get on 
with normal life. 

In some workplaces trade union 
branches have formally decided what 
to do. 

The CW U post and telecoms 
union has called on its members to 
take protest action when war begins. 
The N atfhe lecturers’ union has called 
for breaktime meetings which can 
then decide on further measures. 

In east London workers in job 


a 


min tie 
hare} 


“DOWN WITH Blair! Up with the people!” That chant rang through the streets of Manchester on Saturday as 15,000 people marched against war. For full reports 
on the anti-war movement see pages 5 and 10 


centres and benefit offices have voted 
to support those who feel they 
cannot work normally when war 
begins. 

The RMT regional union coun- 

cil for workers on London Un- 
derground has backed anyone 
who wants to take action when 
war starts. 
The European TUC called for stop- 
pages in work everywhere across the 
continent on Friday this week at 12 
noon (although disgracefully the British 
TUC failed to get behind the call). 

Motions to take action when war 


IF WAR BREAKS OUT 


NATIONAL DEMONSTRATION 
ON THE FIRST SATURDAY FOLLOWING 


ASSEM BLE 12 NOON 
EMBANKMENT, LONDON 


Called by Stop the War Coalition 


Saturday 22 March is a very possible date for this demonstration 
Anti-war groups should investigate transport provisions now 


begins were being discussed in union 
meetings up and down the country. It 
is excellent to get official sales 

But nobody should be held back by 
thinking you always have to go through 
the official trade union machinery. 

If, in an office of 60 or 70, there are 
20 people who want to stop work, 
they should plan now to do so and try 
to win as many others to join them. 

Even asmall number of people can 
act as a focus which, on the day, can 
draw others behind them. 

W hat to do depends on individual 
situations. 


Perhaps you can stop work en- 
tirely for the day, or hold a token 
stoppage, or pour into the street out- 
side work for awhile, or start a meet- 
ing in a break and then extend it far 
beyond the usual time. 

Eve re you can join up 
with people in neighbouring 
workplaces, streets or estates 
and together rage through the 
streets to an evening protest in 
the town or city centre. 

Such protests can win support from 
local people working, living or pass- 
ing nearby and swell in size as a result. 


Join these protests 


Newcastle Saturday 15 March, assemble 10.30am, Civic Centre 
York Saturday 15 March, assemble 12 noon, Clifford’s Tower 
Exeter Saturday 15 March, assemble 12 noon, Belmont Park 
Leeds Saturday 15 March, assemble 12 noon, Art Gallery, Headrow 


Tower Hamlets 


Saturday 15 March, assemble 12 noon, Altab Ali Park, Whitechapel 


National Student Stop the War Coalition strike 
Wednesday 19 March— phone 07815 790 913 


We need marches streaming in 
towards town and city centres across 
Britain. In London blockade the 
streets around parliament. 

Don't just go yourself to a protest. 
Try to take united action with dozens 
or hundreds of others. 

Our watchwords must be bold- 
ness, energy and initiative. 

We have to measure up to the anti- 
war feeling that has produced the great- 
est popular movement for decades. 

Do not give Blair a moment’s 
respite. Do not let the warmongers 
kill without reaping a whirlwind. 


People’s Assembly 


THIS EDITION of Socialist 
Worker went hed press be 
Tuesday, on the eve of t 

e’s Assembly called by 
the Stop the War Coalition in 
London for Wednesday. 

The next issue of Socialist 
Worker will carry full reports 
on the People’s Assembly. 

And if war starts before 
our next normal weekly press 
time we will be doing all in 
our power to rush out a 
special issue of Socialist 
Worker. 


Picture: JESS HURD www.reportdigital.co.uk 
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Protest shakes 
the warmongers 


THE GLOBAL movement against war on Iraq 
continues to go from strength to strength. 

In Britain it is tearing New Labour apart. But there 
are people who are asking, “What can it achieve? 
Bush is going to go to war anyway, whatever anyone 


else thinks.” 


The argument is mistaken on a number of counts. 
First, despite Bush’s bluster, key sections of the US 
ruling class are worried about going to war without 


some cover from other 
governments. 

That is why Bush has ig- 
nored his own instincts, al- 
lowing Colin Powell to spend 
months of effort and billions 
of dollars in trying to black- 
mail and bribe other states to 
back him. 

All commentators say 
that Bush will find it very 
difficult if he has go to war 
without Tony Blair being 
able to deliver him British 
support. 

And as the influential Fi- 
nancial Times writer Philip 
Stephens wrote on Monday, 
“Tt is startling to hear that 
those closest to Blair declare 
that, if things go badly, the 
coming days and weeks 
could overturn his premier- 
ship. That is precisely what is 
being acknowledged in 
Downing Street.” 

If Blair were to fall, it 
would upset all of Bush’s 
calculations. 

It would be a hammer 
blow against Bush’s attempt 
to say he has wide-ranging 
international support. 

Second, even if we cannot 
stop Bush raining death on 
Iraq, we can make it more 
difficult for him to sustain the 
slaughter. 

There have been occa- 
sions in the last 20 years 
when the US went into some 
other country with all guns 
blazing—and then left with 
its tail between its legs. 

This happened in Iran 
when the US had to abort a 
military attack after its heli- 
copters crashed, in Lebanon 
when US marines withdrew 
after their barracks was 
blown up, in Somalia when 
US troops were killed by en- 
raged people in Mogadishu. 

Above all, it happened in 
Vietnam. 

The US was forced to 
abandon the bloodiest war it 
had ever waged because of 
two factors. 


Heroic 


On the one hand there was 
the heroic resistance of the 
Vietnamese fighters. On the 
other there was the impact of 
the anti-war movement. 

No one can foresee how 
the fighting might go in Iraq. 

The US’s armed forces 
are many times more power- 
ful than Iraq’s—which is one 
reason why Saddam Hussein 
cannot be a threat to any 
other country. 

But this does not rule out 
them getting bogged down in 
bloody street fighting in 
Baghdad and other cities. 

If this happens, the US 
administration will be very 
worried about the reaction in 
other Arab countries. 

Mainstream journalists 
tell the same story for all 
those countries. 

Tyrannical governments 
with little popular support 
want to please their powerful 
friend in the White House. 

But they are afraid of 
doing so too openly in case 
discontent explodes beneath 
them. 

They fear being driven 
out just as similar discontent 
drove out the Shah of Iran 24 


CHRIS 
HARMAN 
argues that 
anti-war activity 
can make a 
difference 


years ago. 

The worldwide character 
of the anti-war movement 
means that action in any one 
country encourages action 
elsewhere. 

Protests in Italy, Britain, 
Spain and the US reinforce 
each other. 

Together they are provid- 
ing enormous encourage- 
ment to those fighting the 
pro-US regimes in the Arab 
world. 

What we do here is help- 
ing to ignite opposition in the 
very Middle East countries 
from which the US hopes to 
launch its troops and horrific 
weaponry. 

The long term conse- 
quences of the war across 
the Middle East worry the 
substantial section of the US 
ruling class who are not 
happy about George Bush’s 
methods, although they 
agree with his goal of US 
capitalist domination of the 
world. 


Revolt 


They believe that far 
from making things easier 
for them in the Middle East, 
the war will make things 
more difficult. 

Even if US troops take 
Baghdad within a week, they 
ask, what happens next? 

There are problems on the 
horizon which could last for 
years. 

How does the US deal 
with armed resistance from 
groups who have supported 
Saddam Hussein? 

How does it stop the 
Kurds upsetting Turkey by 
trying to form a state of their 
own? 

How does it stop the 
Turks igniting a Kurdish 
revolt against the US and its 
allies by seizing the oil city of 
Mosul on the pretext that the 
majority of the city’s inhabi- 
tants are Turkish speakers? 

How does the US stop 
that other member of 
Bush’s “axis of evil’, Iran, 
increasing its influence 
among the Shia majority in 
the south of the country? 

How, above all, do they 
stop the majority of Iraqis of 
all sorts seeing the US 
takeover of their country as a 
new colonial occupation and 
fighting against it? 

And how do they stop the 
US getting bogged down ina 
war to crush these forces 
which it cannot win? 

The bigger the interna- 
tional protests now, the more 
difficult Bush is going to 
find it to deal with all these 
problems. 

And this, in turn, will 
make it difficult to fulfil his 
avowed aim of still more 
horrendous wars against the 
peoples of all those countries 
that make it onto his “axis of 
evil” list. 
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JOHN SPELLAR 


Cocccccecccccccccccccece 


THE transport 
minister is banning 
refugees living in his 
constituency from 
his surgery. 

He will only see 
“proper 
constituents” on the 
electoral register. 
Refugees whose 
claims have been 
F-Yexer=) 0) -10 =k) 
legitimate by the 
government will be 
denied help. 

Anyone not an 
EU citizen will also 
be hit, as they are 
not on the register. 


A forgotten 
commitment 


“EVEN IF there were 
legal authority to do so, 
removing Saddam 
through military action 
would require the 
insertion of ground troops 
on a massive scale— 
hundreds of thousands. 

“Even then there 
would be no absolute 
guarantee of success. I 
cannot make that 
commitment responsibly.” 

Who said that about 
war with Iraq? 

Tony Blair speaking in 
parliament in 1998. 


Watch what 
you wear 


THE US likes to portray 
itself as the land of free 
speech. That’s not how it 
seems to Stephen Downs. 

Stephen, a 61 year old 
lawyer, was arrested for 
wearing a “Give Peace a 
Chance” T-shirt in a New 
York shopping mall last 
week. 

Security guards 
challenged him. They said 
he would have to take the 
T-shirt off. Mr Downs 
refused. He was arrested 
for “trespass” and could 
face a year in jail. 

Hundreds of anti-war 
protesters marched 
through the mall in 
protest—many wearing 
similar T-shirts. 


Stampin 
on dissent 


AN ENTIRE US 
government department 
exists to try and counter 
any boycott of Israel. 

The Office of Anti- 
Boycott Compliance has 
the power to impose 
draconian fines on any 
US firm which succumbs 
to pressure. 

It imposes hundreds 
of thousands of dollars of 
fines to ensure US firms 
continue supplying Israel. 

US firms have been 
fined for supplying 
details of business links 
with Israel. 


The award for best 


bootlic 


CHANCELLOR Gordon 
Brown and home secre- 
tary David Blunkett last 
week competed to fawn 
over a newspaper editor 
who has been in the front- 
line of whipping up anti- 
refugee feeling. 

The New Labour duo ap- 
peared at the Media Society 
awards in London’s plush Savoy 
Hotel last week. 

A special award was given to 


Paul Dacre, super-rich editor of 


the refugee-bashing Daily Mail, 
for “lifetime achievement”. 

His “lifetime achievement” 
includes adoring Margaret 
Thatcher, backing the Tories in 
the last two elections, attacking 
the welfare system and using the 
Mail to support the Countryside 
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BROWN'S favourite protest? 


Alliance marches. 

Guests, among them many 
cynical press hacks, were 
stunned as Gordon Brown 
popped up on a giant video 
screen to heap praise on the 


GIVE VS YOUR VOTE, CR WE'LL. 
YODR LEGS ! 
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fine, 


Ker goes to... 


Mail’s “great campaigning” 


journalism, and on the “amaz- 


ing” Dacre. 

Blunkett appeared in person 
to “honour the Daily Mail”, 
which he said “provides the best 
in journalism”. 

Rumours were flying that 
Brown and Blunkett were fawn- 
ing to secure the Mail’s backing 
in the event of a sudden vacancy 
at 10 Downing Street. 

Blair, Brown and Blunkett 
along with other New Labour 
figures joined Dacre at the leav- 
ing party for former Sun editor 
David Yelland the week before. 

Yelland has recently left 
Rupert Murdoch’s rag after 
years of churning out anti- 
refugee, anti-striker, and pro- 
war filth and lies. 


Who is the terrorist? 


THE LEBANESE ambas- 
sador to the US was inter- 
viewed on US TV recently. 
He certainly surprised the 
would-be Paxman. 

TV MAN: Mr Ambassador, 
do you consider Hizbollah a 
terrorist organisation? 

AMBASSADOR: Yes, 
Sharon is a terrorist! 

TV: Mr Ambassador, 
please answer my question. 
Do you consider Hizbollah 
a terrorist organisation? 


FIGURE IT OUT 


THE PERCENTAGE of 
Bristol University 
students from private 
schools—7 percent of 
the population go to 
private schools. And 
we are told they are 
being discriminated 
against over 
university admissions. 


Are you against the killing 
of innocent civilians? 

AMB: Of course | am 
against the killing of innocent 
civilians. Sharon, the terror- 
ist, has killed many thou- 
sands upon thousands of 
innocent civilians—and he is 
continuing to do so. 

TV: Mr Ambassador, do 
you recognise Israel’s right 
to exist? 

AMB: Israel already exists, 
sir. It does not need my recog- 


nition. It is the recognition of 
Palestine to exist that should 
be addressed. 

TV: Mr Ambassador, why 
are you so one-sided and 
biased in answering our 
questions? 

AMB: Sir, it is you who is 
very one-sided and biased 
in your questioning. 

TV: Mr Abboud, Lebanese 
ambassador to the US, thank 
you, sir, for your time. 
Thanks to Esther Neslen 


Destroying the lies 


GEORGE BUSH claims that 
Iraq has failed to account for 
stockpiles of weapons. 

An article last week 
demolished this accusation 
against Iraq. 

The US Newsweek 
magazine revealed transcripts 
of an interview in 1995 with 
lraqi defector Hussein Kamel, 
son in law of Saddam 
Hussein and head of Iraq’s 
military industries. 

Kamel gave a detailed 
account of lraq’s weapons 
and their destruction in the 
early 1990s under pressure 
from weapons inspectors. 

Kamel returned to Iraq, 
where he was murdered by 
the regime. 


Bush and US secretary of 
state Colin Powell have cited 
Kamel’s evidence. 

Bush claimed last October 
that much of his evidence on 
Iraqi weapons came when, “In 
1995, the head of Iraqi military 
industries defected.” 

But Kamel told US 
interrogators, “I ordered the 
destruction of all chemical 
weapons—biological, 
chemical, missile, nuclear 
were all destroyed,” and gave 
details of what had been 
done. 

Do Bush, Powell and other 
US officials know they’ve 
been telling lies? 

US interrogators believed 
Kamel was telling the truth. 


df 


WHO SAYS? 


“Given their age, 
they might have 
shown the prime 
minister some 
respect and at 
least called him 
‘sir’. Instead, the 
youngsters 
adopted a tone of 
pained, tutting 
disappointment. It 
was possibly the 
worst display of 
precociousness 
since The Sound 
of Music. A 
downy-chinned 
Palestinian boy 
ticked Mr Blair off 
about the Middle 
East.” 

Quentin Letts 


Daily Mail colum 
on Tony Blair's 
encounter over war with 
a group of young 
people on the MTV 
channel 


“| recognise there 
are a lot of 
pears who don’t 
ke war. | don’t 
like war. My job is 
to protect 
America and 
that’s what I’m 
going to do.” 
Tony Blair's 
new interpretation of 


his job description to 
questioners on MTV 


“Even if the US 
gets nine positive 
votes and no 
veto, it will have 
been achieved 
through truly ugly 
means.” 

John Ruggie 


“lf Mexico or 
other countries 
oppose the US 
there will be a 
certain sense of 
discipline.” 
George Bush 


“Bush may be the 
smartest military 
president in 
history. First he 
gets Iraq to 
destroy all their 
own weapons. 
Then he declares 
war.” 
Jay oe 


US.cb 


Do you have a story 
for Inside the System? 
Send it to Inside the 
System, Socialist Worker, 
PO Box 82, London E3 
3LH. All readers who 
send in a story that is 
printed are put into a 
monthly raffle for a book. 


SCHOOL STUDENTS’ SHOW OF DEFIANCE 


‘Our generation 


finds its 


SCHOOL students 
across Britain walked 
out of their schools in 
protest against the 
war on Wednesday of 
last week. 

They showed that far 
from being apathetic, 
they are principled, dy- 
namic and determined to 
make a difference. 

Thousands of school stu- 
dents joined the strike 
against the war in a protest 
initiated by the Stop the War 
Coalition. 

Their energy, imagination 
and sheer bottle inspired anti- 
war activists everywhere. 

In London school stu- 
dents hit the headlines when 
they took their protest di- 
rectly to parliament and 
Downing Street. 

One of those involved 
was Dan from Fortismere 
School in north London. 

He told Socialist Worker, 
“We knew about the strike 
from the Stop the War 
Coalition. 

“We gave out leaflets and 
told people where to meet. 


Climbed 


“The first 60 got through 
before the teachers closed 
the gates. 

“One friend climbed 
over a fence and through 
scaffolding to get out. 

“We got to parliament 
and joined hundreds of other 
students demonstrating. 

“We ran into the road to 
stop the traffic outside par- 
liament. When the police 
moved us, we went to 
Downing Street. 

“People were sitting 
down in the road and some 
climbed the gates. 

“The police were ridicu- 
lously aggressive. 

“They didn’t just move 
us on, they punched people 
and brought in horses. 

“They were being rude 
about my friend’s Che Gue- 
vara T-shirt and telling us to 
cut our hair! 

“If students can organ- 


“ENERGY, IMAGINATION and sheer bottle’— school students take to the streets of Newcastle 


ise such a large and effi- 
cient walkout, an adults’ 
strike should be even more 
effective.” 

Some 500 students 
walked out in Birmingham. 
As elsewhere the protests 
began with a few individuals. 

Emily from Queens- 
bridge School explained, 
“We gave petitions out to 
people in all the different 
years on the Monday before 
the strike. 

“We only had two days, 
but word got around fast. 

“On the day 300 students 
came out. There are only 
600 in the school. 


Socialist Review 


MILLIONS 
SAY NO 
TO WAR 


@Lindsey German 
on what next for the 
anti-war movement 


@ Alex Callinicos 
on strategies for 
revolution 


@ Brian Manning 
pays tribute to 


Christopher Hill 
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ALL THE school students 
who spoke to Socialist 
Worker are passionately 
committed to keeping up 
the campaign to stop the 
war. 

Lucia goes to a sixth 
form college in Milton 
Keynes. She told Social- 
ist Worker, “We didn’t have 
much time but we got to- 
gether about thirty 15 and 
16 year olds. 

“We headed for the 
council office in the city 
centre, giving out leaflets 
and petitioning against the 
war. 

“It went down really well 
with the public. 

“More people are get- 
ting heavily involved in or- 
ganising to walk out on 
Day X, when war breaks 
out.” 

Dan, a student at Cal- 
derstone’s School in Liv- 


Picture: RAY SMITH 


erpool, told Socialist 
Worker, “| ended up with 


“We managed to per- 
suade the local bus company 
to send us three empty buses. 
They took us into town, just 
for our normal bus fare. 

“We protested outside 
the council house for an 
hour. 


Forcing 


“The public response 
was great. People have been 
phoning the school saying 
how heart warming it was to 
see us standing up for what 
we believe in. 

“Even if you don’t think 
people will be interested, 


you have to give it a go. 

“Now everyone at school 
is coming up to me asking, 
what’s next?” 

Just two school students 
at Bay House School in 
Gosport, near Portsmouth, 
initiated a lunchtime protest 
of nearly 1,000. 

School students marched 
out of the gate, and then 
marched back to stage a sit- 
in. 

A group of students re- 
fused to go back to lessons 
and sat in the playground, 
forcing the head to agree to 
meet an elected delegation. 

The school students’ 


strikes in Leicester also 
showed the spirit of unity 
and courage typical of the 
protests. 

“Around 350 young 
people representing the 
city’s diverse ethnic popula- 
tion staged a show of defi- 
ance,” reports Tom. 

“The police arrested 
two young Asian students 
to try to clamp down on 
our impromptu march. 

“But the remaining 
group broke through police 
lines twice to reach the 
police station. 

“Despite the appalling 
police action further demon- 


strations are planned.” 
Sachin Sharma from 
Leeds reports, “I was already 
suspended from Prince 
Henry’s School in Otley, just 
outside Leeds, for making an 
anti-war speech in the dining 
room to publicise the strike. 
“Lots of people protested 
about that. They phoned the 
school and lobbied. 
“On the strike day we 
really created waves. 
“Hundreds marched 
through Leeds—mostly 
people who had never done 
anything like that before.” 
Sachin Sharma has now 
been reinstated. 


250 students outside the 
school at the morning 
break. 

“We were chanting and 
the atmosphere was great 
but the teachers made us 
go back inside. 

“There is definitely a 
mood to do more in the 
school. 

“| set up an anti-war 
group after the protest 
and 20 came to the first 
meeting. 

“We collected enough 
money to affiliate to the 
Stop the War Coalition and 
we elected delegates to 
the People’s Assembly.” 


‘lm more passionate and angry than ever 


“DON’T BOMB Iraq in anger,” 
sang school students in Sheffield, 
accompanied by a student play- 
ing the tune of the Oasis hit 
“Don’t Look Back in Anger” on 
a guitar. 

They were some of the hundreds 
of school students who walked out 
of classes in Sheffield and protested 
at the city’s Peace Gardens. 

Joey from Wisewood School 
said, “The response in Sheffield 
was really amazing, enthusiastic 
and surprising. 

“Our schools told us we 
couldn’t walk out. Despite this be- 
tween 500 and 600 school students 
struck across the city. 

“We are going to walk out 
again when the war is declared. 
We aren’t going to give up just 


because the government has 
started bombing.” 

Catharine helped to organise a 
walkout and demonstration of 300 
in Cambridge. 

She told Socialist Worker, 
“Cambridge had perhaps one of 
the liveliest demonstrations it has 
ever seen. 

“Students from the two largest 
sixth form colleges met up on the 
day and held a People’s Parliament 
which unanimously voted for a 
march. 

“The strike was surprisingly easy 
to build for. We collected names on 
pledge forms, distributed leaflets 
and posters and told people. 

“The police arrested me and 
two others. 

“After eight and a half hours at 
the police station I was thinking 


Blair doesn’t understand that 
democracy means the freedom to 
demonstrate without arbitrary 
arrest. 

“The rest of the demonstration 
staged a defiant sit-down protest 
outside the police station, 
marched into town and through 
the colleges, and occupied a stu- 
dent bar. 

“I am more passionate and 
angry than ever to fight war and 
the imperialist institutions that 
hold up this rotten state. 

“Now is the time to prepare a 
strike in your workplace, school 
and college.” 

That determination was also 
visible in Newcastle where 150 
students from Heaton Manor 
School defied staff and police to 
stage a noisy march to the city 


centre. 

They joined up with students 
from Gosforth and Hexham 
schools to march through the town 
centre attracting applause from 
bystanders. 

Around 50 school students cre- 
ated a stir when they walked out and 
marched through Scarborough. 

Jassy, one of the marchers, said, 
“We have had some people telling 
us it’s not right for us to protest at 
our age because we don’t know 
anything about war. 

“They are wrong. 

“For most people here this is 
the only way they can get their 
voices heard. 

“They are too young to vote so 
the need to find other ways to 
show the government what they 
think.” 
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ARE THESE pupils discriminated against? 


Race, class and education 


IF YOU believed the Daily Mail you 
would think there is a witch-hunt 
against middle class students being 
rejected by top universities simply 
because they are middle class. 

“Felicity had ten A grade GCSEs 
and three A grade A-levels. So why 
was she rejected by Bristol 
University?” screamed the front 
page of one edition. 

“The first signs of the backlash 
against the government’s social 
engineering policy emerged today,” 
it rants. “Leaders of the country’s 
top schools revealed that they 
would be urging their students to 
black Bristol University.” 

Let’s clear some things up. 
There’s no debate that the education 
system stinks, and is unfair and 
biased. 

At my college, which is 
predominantly working class and 
the majority of students are black 
and Asian, several people have been 
rejected by their first choice 
universities. 

Colleges have always rejected 


Views on the GMB 
leadership election 


people—it’s one of the stresses of 
applying to university. But working 
class students have always had the 
most rejections. 

And let’s not forget the 
institutional racism of some 
universities who blacklisted students 
if theirnames sounded “foreign”. 

There is no discrimination 
against those from private schools. 
The system is designed so that they 
succeed and working class people 
fail so they are “kept in their place”. 
Chris Leary 
Salford 


@WHEN THE Macpherson Report 
into the death of Stephen Lawrence 
was published in February 1999, it 
was accompanied by a solemn 
promise by the government that it 
would mark a “‘step change in our 
attitude to race relations”. 

Education was to be one of the 
key areas where the negative impact 
of institutional racism would be 
rooted out. 

Four years down the road, the 


outcome of this “commitment” is a 
3 percent fall in the GCSE results of 
black boys. 

These figures are depressing but 
should come as no surprise. 

The real problem rests with the 
competitive school system that is 
obsessed with selecting and testing 
children. 

The pressure on schools to 
improve their position in 
examination league tables leads 
them to marginalise and exclude 
those children who are not expected 
to gain high grades. 

This inevitably leads to the 
stereotyping of working class 
children who lack the privileged 
access to books and extra tuition. 

Black children often find 
themselves at the very bottom of 
this index of discrimination. 

Ofsted, the government’s own 
schools inspectorate, initially tried 
to suppress a report that highlighted 
these points. 

And the government has simply 
refused to address these issues, 


Who Is paying 


preferring instead to introduce a 
half-baked citizenship curriculum 
and further selection through the 
promotion of faith schools. 

Meanwhile a website of race 
equality materials has laid dormant 
for 18 months. 

Recent attacks on so-called 
“macho idiot rappers” have also 
signalled an attempt to deflect 
criticism away from government 
policy. 

The finger of blame for 
educational underachievement has 
instead been pointed at musicians 
who, supposedly, encourage an 
“anti-education” ghetto mentality 
amongst black kids. 

Such claims are ludicrous but 
reflect the wider racist backlash that 
includes the scapegoating of 
refugees and asylum seekers. 

This is yet another example of the 
shameless hypocrisy of a 
government whose drive to war is the 
supreme example of macho idiocy. 
Brian Richardson 
East London 


Thanks 
to all 


AS A socialist in the GMB 
union I will be backing Paul 
Kenny in the election for 
general secretary. 

The GMB needs 
democracy, with power 
passing to ordinary members. 

The other candidate, 
Kevin Curran, calls himself 
“sensible Labour” and wants 
to maintain a close link with 
the Labour Party. 

Downing Street clearly 
hope Curran will win, 
although they dare not say so 
too loudly in case it puts off 
voters! 

If Kenny wins it will bea 
blow to Blair and a chance to 
build a more democratic 
union. 

Henry Rajch 
Barnsley 


@I WAS surprised that 
Socialist Worker 
recommended a vote for Paul 
Kenny in the upcoming 


GMB general secretary 
elections. 

Like many candidates in 
high profile union elections at 
the moment he may be trying 
to put distance between 
himself and Tony Blair. 

Butis this not the same 
Paul Kenny who worked to 
deliver block votes for Frank 
Dobson against Ken 
Livingstone in the London 
mayoral elections? He has 
also pulled the GMB out of 
united strike action in the 
council’s London weighting 
dispute. 

l’ma member of Unison, 
not the GMB. But in London 
Kenny has made his mark by 
aggressively campaigning 
against other unions rather 
than trying to build unity 
against New Labour. 

Is he really a candidate 
that socialists can support? 
John McLoughlin 
EastLondon 


for charge? 


THE INTRODUCTION of 
congestion charging in 
London has been seen as a 
success in some quarters. 

Other cities are now 
considering similar 
schemes. 

That view is not shared 
by people | work with. 

Although firefighters 
have rightly been granted 
exemption while on duty, 
control officers and other 
fire brigade workers still 
have to pay. 

Despite Ken 
Livingstone’s statements to 
the contrary, these low 
paid workers are paying 
the price for easing 
congestion. 

Single parents are forced 
to spend even more time 
away from their children by 
arriving at work early and 
leaving late to avoid the 


charge. 

Even workers with 
conditions such as 
claustrophobia who cannot 
use public transport are not 
exempt. 

Staff working nights have 
to pay the charge twice for 
one duty. 

These workers have 
nothing in common with the 
Mr Toads of the Tory Party 
who demand the right to 
drive their posh cars 
wherever they like. 

The real solution to 
congestion is an integrated 
transport policy under 
public ownership. 

This could be funded by 
increased taxation on the 
rich. 

Tony Phillips 

branch secretary, London 
Fire Authority Unison 
(personal capacity) 


THE RECENT “open” 
verdict in the inquest into the 
death of Jason McGowan has 
vindicated our three-year 
campaign for justice. 

Id like to thank the 
Socialist Workers Party and 
the Anti Nazi League, 
especially in Telford, for the 
effort they put into our 
campaign. 

Id also like to thank the 
Scottish TUC, the Unison 
union, the National 
Assembly Against Racism, 
the Civil Rights Movement 
and Maxie Hayles of the 
Birmingham Attack 
Monitoring Unit. 

We are going to continue 
the campaign for justice for 
Jason and Errol. 

Clifford McGowan 

Telford 

Send donations to Errol 
Memorial Fund, 50 
Kingsland, Arleston, Telford, 
Shropshire TF 1 2LF. 
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Opposition 
inside Labour 


SPINNEY HILL Labour 
Party in Leicester held a 
public meeting against 
the war last weekend. 

Labour MP Jim 
Marshall told the 
audience of 100 people 
that he would not support 
a war even if a second UN 
resolution was passed. 

Six local Labour 
councillors also expressed 
opposition to war. 

There was much 
frustration about how the 
Labour leadership is 
ignoring the public mood. 
The meeting passed a 
resolution which 
supported direct action 
against the war. 

Mike Thompson 
Leicester 


We pay more 
forless 


THE LIBERAL Democrat 
and Tory led council in 
Lambeth, south London, 
recently agreed to raise 
the council tax by 22.8 
percent—£185 a year on 
average. 

This is the highest 
increase in the council’s 
history. 

Vital social services, 
including reductions in 
day care for older people 
and adults with learning 
disabilities, are going to 
be axed. 

Whilst Lambeth council 
proudly displays its 
vision statement as 
“putting people first”, it 
seems insanely ironic 
that its citizens will be 
paying more council tax 
for the pleasure of losing 
services. 

Barbara Capps 
South London 


US wants to 
rule world 


THE REAL reasons for 
the Bush administration’s 
drive to war against Iraq 
can be found in an 
organisation based in 
Washington DC called the 
Project for the New 
American Century. 

Its aims are US 
hegemony for the next 
100 years, “full spectrum 
dominance” and eventual 
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“liberation” of China. 
Who were the founding 

members of this project 

launched in 1997? None 

other than Donald 

Rumsfeld, Dick Cheney, 

Paul Wolfowitz, Richard 

Perle et al. 

Dave Taylor 

Hampshire 


Hypocrisy on 
resolutions 


THE INEVITABLE 
consequence of war 


against Iraq will be the 
altering of the regional 
balance of power vastly in 
favour of Israel. 

Israel continues to 
disregard existing UN 
resolutions. The US is 
only interested in 
enforcing UN resolutions 
in a selective manner. 

Such behaviour 
exhibits the deep 
contempt the US has 
towards the Arab and 
Islamic world. 

Yamin Zakaria 
by e-mail 
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Let’s all protest 
at the big ‘M’ 


| READ your paper for the 
first time last week and 
found much that I agreed 
with. 

A protest that would 
marry the concerns of the 
anti-war movement with 
those of anti-globalisation 
protesters would be the 
co-ordination of rolling 
world-wide peaceful 
pickets of McDonalds 
restaurants. 

There are many people 
who couldn’t get to the 
big marches, but who 
would see the sense in 
congregating at their local 
symbol of corporate 
America—the big yellow 
“M”. 

A supporter 
Ilkley 


Beeb ignores 
Our views 


IT HAS become clear that 
the BBC really does 
believe that politics only 
happens in the corridors 
of power. 

If you were to believe 
the broadcasts, the whole 
debate around the war 
has been almost solely 
between diplomats at the 
UN, and in parliament and 
the White House. 

The idea that ordinary 
people have any genuine 
views has been at best 
marginalised and at 
worst completely 
ignored. 

Alan Gibson 
by e-mail 


Day of the 
jackal 


MUCH HAS been written 
about Blair’s life of a 
lapdog or poodle power. 

He’s actually 
something far worse—an 
opportunistic jackal, 
vicious when faced with 
weak defenceless prey, 
cowardly when faced 
down and exposed. 

His pack boasts others 
eager for the spoil such 
as Berlusconi and Aznar. 

This lot are a breed as 
yet unrepresented at 
Crufts—the dogs of war. 
William Goymer 
by email 
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Bush & Blairs war: reports and analysis 


AROUND 15,000 marchers defied the rain in Manchester last Saturday Picture: J 


GULF WAR 


ess Hurd www.reportdigital.co.uk 


WHAT BRITAIN AND THE UNITED 
STATES DID TO IRAQ IN THE LAST 


pages two and three 


HOW WORKERS HAVE DERAILED THE 
WAR MACHINE IN THE PAST— AND 


HOW THEY CAN DO IT AGAIN 


page four 


Why war Is wrong 


War on Iraq cannot be justified even if it is backed by the United Nations. 
Paul McGarr explains why 


GEORGE BUSH is determined to launch 
a murderous war on Iraq and Tony Blair is 
backing him all the way. The bribery and 
arm twisting at the United Nations is about 
whether they will go it alone, or get the 
figleaf of UN backing for their war. 

This war is wrong, whether or not it has 
UN backing. Bush claims, “Iraq is a threat, 
a great danger to our nation.” 

Iraq is no threat to the US or Britain. It 
has no nuclear weapons, a fact the weapons 
inspectors underlined last week. 

The claim by the US and Britain that 
Iraq has been trying to import uranium for 
possible nuclear use was also exposed as a 
lie by the weapons inspectors’ report. 

Iraq has no missiles capable of seriously 
threatening its near neighbours, let alone 
the US or Britain. Even the al-Samoud 
missiles Iraq has been destroying recently 
could barely reach half the distance from 
the capital Baghdad to Basra in the south 
of the country. 

The weapons inspectors have so far 
failed to find any evidence that Iraq pos- 
sesses serious chemical or biological 
weapons. Iraq’s army is less than half the 
size, and much more poorly armed, than at 
the time of the 1991 Gulf War. It has vir- 
tually no airforce or navy. 

The country is almost bankrupt and its 
people are suffering dreadfully because of 
more than a decade of economic sanctions. 

The US intelligence agency the CIA 
admits, “The probability of Saddam Hussein 


initiating an attack in the foreseeable future 
would be low.” 

Bush’s hawkish national security advi- 
sor Condoleezza Rice pointed out before 
she joined the government that “if Iraq 
does acquire weapons of mass destruction, 
their weapons will be unusable because 
any attempt to use them will bring national 
obliteration”. 

The weapons Iraq has can only be used 
over a limited range. They could only be 
used on invading troops. 

If Iraq is not a threat, what is the reason 
for Bush and Blair’s war? 


US powerand oil 

Those running George Bush’s White 
House have long planned a massive show 
of US military power to further their global 
strategic aims. 

Bush’s now vice-president Dick Cheney 
wrote back in 1992, “Our strategy must 
now focus on precluding the emergence of 
any potential future competitor.” Bush’s 
now undersecretary of defence Paul Wol- 
fowitz wrote the official US Planning 
Guidance document in the early 1990s. 

He argued the US must use military 
power to “discourage” any other nation 
“from challenging our leadership or even 
aspiring to a larger regional or global role”. 

The US National Security Strategy, 
published in September 2002, argues the 
US must use its “unparalleled military 
strength” to fight for a “single sustainable 


model” of “free enterprise” across the 
world. 

That is echoed by a US space command 
report which calls for building up “war 
fighting capability across the full spectrum”. 

Bush’s defence secretary Donald Rums- 
feld said with characteristic bluntness, 
“The US must be able to impose terms in- 
cluding the occupation of an adversary’s 
territory and change of regime.” 

Saddam Hussein used to be a US client. 
He stepped out of line so now the US wants 
to crush his regime as a lesson to anyone 
who may think of crossing the US. 

More is at stake in Iraq and the Middle 
East though—oil. 

Oil is the world’s most important com- 
modity and central to the functioning and 
profits of industrial capitalism. Iraq has 10 
percent of global oil reserves. Neighbour- 
ing Saudi Arabia has a quarter of the 
world’s oil reserves. Kuwait and Iran also 
neighbour Iraq and each has around 9 per- 
cent of global reserves. 

The US state department labelled 
Middle East oil as “the greatest material 
prize in world history”. A report called 
Project for the New American Century 
was written in September 2000 by Dick 
Cheney, Donald Rumsfeld, Paul Wol- 
fowitz and Bush’s brother Jeb. 

It argued, “The United States has for 
decades sought to play a more permanent 
role in the Gulf. 

“While the unresolved conflict with Iraq 


provides the immediate justification, the 
need for a sustained American presence in 
the Gulf transcends the issue of the regime 
of Saddam Hussein.” 

The US and Britain claim that by re- 
moving Saddam Hussein they will end a 
dictatorship and liberate the people of Iraq. 

That is another lie. They propped up 
Saddam Hussein’s regime for years. Across 
the world the US and Britain have fi- 
nanced, armed and supported dictatorships 
every bit as bad as Saddam Hussein’s. 

“Our armies do not come into your 
cities and lands as conquerors or enemies 
but as liberators.” That was the proclama- 
tion issued to the people of Baghdad by 
General Stanley Maude, commander of 
British forces when they invaded and oc- 
cupied in 1917. 

The only difference now is that the man 
issuing the hollow proclamation of libera- 
tion will be the US commander General 
Tommy Franks. 

The US has two alternative plans for 
Iraq. 

One is to impose a US military dicta- 
torship under the command of General 
Franks. The other is to find some Iraqi 
general who will remove Saddam Hussein 
and rule as brutally but in line with US in- 
terests. Neither will lead to liberation. 

This war is wrong and will be barbaric 
whether it is fought under the Stars and 
Stripes and Union Jack, or under the cover 
of the blue flag of the United Nations. 


SPEAKING OUT 


*7 had to go into 
the US Navy and 
salute the flag. 
Three years later 
I was burning 
the American 
flag. They lied 
about Vietnam. 
They said we 
were going to 
help the people 
of Vietnam and 
they murdered 
them. 

The gangster in 
Washington has 
made a decision 
to go to war and 
the junior 
gangster Tony 
Blair is going 
along with it. 

They think we 
are stupid but 
millions see 
through them. If 
they have their 
war the future 
holds war after 
war after war. 
But throughout 
the world a new 
movement is 
growing. People 
are rising up. 

They murdered 
Martin Luther 
King because he 
had a dream of a 
world without 
war where black 
and white people 
lived in peace. 
But that dream 
is coming alive 
in this 
movement. 

Go back to 
where you live. If 
they go to war 
organise strikes, 
take over your 
universities. This 
is our world. 
We’re going to 
take it back.® 


Ron Senchak 

served in the US 
forces during the 
Vietnam War. He spoke 
at the anti-war demo in 
Manchester last 
Saturday 


Page two 


Socialist Worker Bush & Blair’s war: reports and analysis 


WHAT 


THEY 


DID 


TOIRAQ 


LAST 


TIME 


We are told the 1991 Gulf War was 
fought for freedom and democracy. 
The truth is it was mass murder for oil 
and US power, explains Kevin Ovenden 


N THE space of 42 days, beginning on 

16 January 1991, US-led forces flew 

110,000 sorties, dropping 140,000 tons 

of explosives. That is equivalent to 
seven of the atomic bombs dropped on the 
city of Hiroshima in the dying days of the 
Second World War. 

The 1991 bombing quickly moved from 
military targets to focus solidly on destroy- 
ing the infrastructure needed to sustain 
modern life. 

Sewage treatment works, 36 out of 37 
major bridges, power stations, oil refiner- 
ies, civilian administration, hospitals, 
schools and residential neighbourhoods 
were all hit. Then as now the drive to war, 
led by George Bush Senior, was accompa- 
nied by a barrage of lies. 

It was supposedly about the high- 
minded ideal of “liberating the people of 
Kuwait”, which Iraq invaded in August 
1990. Lawrence Korb, who had served as 
assistant US defence secretary in the 
1980s, let slip what Western leaders re- 
fused to say—that the war was about se- 
curing control of oil. 

Korb said, “If Kuwait grew carrots, we 
wouldn’t give a damn.” Business Week, 
the US bosses’ magazine, added, “Oil is 
worth going to war for.” 

April Glaspie, US ambassador to Iraq, 
met Saddam Hussein on the eve of Iraq’s 
invasion of Kuwait. 

The two discussed the appropriate price 
for a barrel of oil. Saddam Hussein hinted 
at action against states such as Kuwait that 
were driving down oil prices. 

Glaspie said the US had “no opinion on 
the Arab-Arab conflict, like your border 
disagreement with Kuwait’. 

Saddam Hussein, flushed with US 
backing during his recent war against Iran, 


‘The sanctions were — 
not analternative to_ 
war, but a prelude to 
it. And they remain — 
in force today’ 


@MOST OF the lies paving 
the way to war concerned 
allegations of atrocities 
committed by the Iraqi 
army in Kuwait. 


The most notorious, the 
charge that Iraqi soldiers 
had murdered premature 
babies in incubators, 

Olt hY-xe ire Mea gia (or-] Mae) Km A) 


winning people to back war. 
On 10 October 1990 a 
15 year old Kuwaiti girl 
known only by her first 
name, Nayirah, gave 
evidence toa US 
congressional committee. 
Sobbing, she described 
what happened at a 
hospital in Kuwait City: 


took this as a green light to invade Kuwait. 

The US decided that the regime they 
had sponsored as “a force for moderation” 
in the Middle East, was now upsetting the 
whole carve up of the region established 
by Western powers after the First World 
War. 

The corporate media swung into action 
with calls for action to defend “brave 
Kuwait” from its tyrant neighbour. 

Papers that rage against refugees sud- 
denly found heartrending stories of 
Kuwaitis forced to flee. These refugees 
were different, however. 

They were dripping in gold and Gucci, 
and they brought their maids with them. 

For Kuwait was an utterly corrupt, un- 
democratic regime, created by the British 
in the 1920s as part of a policy of prevent- 
ing any unified, popular Arab resistance to 
Western domination. 

There was no democracy in Kuwait. 
Most of the population of two million 
people were not granted citizenship. The 
ruler, the Emir, had abolished even the 
powerless and symbolic “assembly”. 

All power rested in the royal family and 
their relatives, the Sabahs. 

This was the set up the US and its allies 
wanted to protect. Within four days they 
rammed an economic embargo on Iraq 
through the United Nations Security 
Council. 

Yemen instantly lost $70 million in aid 
for daring to vote against. 

The sanctions were not an alternative to 
war, but a prelude to it. And they remain in 
force today, even though they were meant 
to be lifted after Iraq left Kuwait. The 
blockade has killed probably one million 
Iraqis. 

George Bush and then British prime 
minister Margaret Thatcher did everything 
possible to spike attempts at a negotiated 
settlement in 1991, including several 
offers by Iraq to withdraw. 

Iraq did begin retreating from Kuwait 
before the US launched a ground offensive. 

The Pentagon ordered a 40-hour aerial 
slaughter of the half-starved retreating 
Iraqi conscripts. 

The Observer’s Colin Smith described 
the carnage on the road to Basra as “one 
of the most terrible harassments of a re- 


were in incubators. 


“| volunteered at the Al 
Addan hospital. While | 
was there, | saw the Iraqi 
soldiers come into the 
hospital with guns and go 
to the room where babies 


“They took the babies 
out of the incubators, took 
the incubators, and left the 


Slaughter by US troops on the Iraq-Kuwait border 1991 Picture: Peter Turnley (Corbis) 


treating army from the air in the history 
of warfare”. 

Western commentators often give the 
impression that there were few casualties 
in the last Gulf War. 

That is not true. 

If you add the Iraqi conscripts killed, 
civilians killed in the bombing of Baghdad 
and elsewhere, and people killed as a 
result of attacks which crippled hospitals, 
electricity and water supplies then the 
death toll was up to 200,000 people. 

The worst single massacre of civilians 
took place four weeks into the war. 

On 13 February US planes bombed 
the Amariya air raid shelter in Baghdad. 
Hundreds of civilians, mainly women 


babies on the floor to die.” 

The story of the murder 
of 312 Kuwaiti babies was 
repeated endlessly by the 
media and by US president 
George Bush Senior. 

It was only after the war 
that it was discovered that 
Nayirah was in facta 
member of the Kuwaiti 


and children, were huddled inside. 

Iraqi authorities said 403 people were 
blown to pieces, burnt to death or vapor- 
ised in the intense heat. The true figure 
was probably nearer 1,000. 

Television news presenters in Britain 
and the US tried to almost force on the 
spot reporters to say the shelter had some 
association with the Iraqi military. 

But as the BBC’s Jeremy Bowen in 
Baghdad said: 

“Hundreds of bodies have already been 
taken out. The bodies are so twisted and 
mangled they will never be able to say 
with certainty how many are there. 

“There are no signs of military activity. 
There are no antennae on the roof, just one 


royal family and the 
daughter of their 
ambassador to the US. 
Human rights 
investigators in Kuwait 
found not a shred of 
evidence to back her story. 
Amnesty International, 
which had fallen for it, 
issued a retraction. 


AnAl Sabah 


TV aerial, the kind you would see on any 
house in London.” 

The Financial Times reported, “The de- 
capitated body of a woman was pulled out 
and laid next to a small torso — apparently a 


‘The US and its 

allies did everything — 
possible to help | 
Saddam Hussein put 


down the uprisings’ 


Kuwait then... 

@Head of state: Emir] abir 
al-Ahmad al-Jabir Al Sabah 
@Prime Minister: Crown 
Prince Saad al-Abdallah al- 
Salim Al Sabah (the Emir’s 
cousin) 

@First Deputy Prime 
Minister: Sabah al-Ahmad 
al-Jabir Al Sabah (the 
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girl whose head and limbs were blown off.” 

All the television channels censored 
pictures of the carnage. The BBC said, 
“Many of the pictures coming from Bagh- 
dad of burnt civilian bodies were consid- 
ered too dreadful to show you.” 

The US military continued to claim the 
shelter was a legitimate target. “It was 
struck as designated,” said US General 
Richard Neal. “Nothing went wrong.” 

The suffering did not end with the war. 
The US used thousands of radioactive de- 
pleted uranium shells in southern Iraq. 

Hundreds of thousands of people 
breathed in 5,000 tons of radioactive 
dust. People today in southern Iraq are 
suffering from normally rare cancers at 


an extraordinarily high level. 

In the weeks after Iraq pulled out of 
Kuwait Shia Muslims in the south and 
Kurds in the north, between them 80 percent 
of the Iraqi population, rose up against 
Saddam Hussein’s rule. 

George Bush had issued a call during 
the war for the “Iraqi military and the Iraqi 
people take matters into their own hands” 
when he was unsure of rapid victory. 

Now the US and its allies did every- 
thing possible to help Saddam Hussein put 
down the uprisings. 

They did not want people in Iraq to lib- 
erate themselves. Richard Haas, then direc- 
tor for Near East affairs on the US National 
Security Council, explained, “Our policy is 


to get rid of Saddam, not his regime.” 

The US wanted a military coup to re- 
place Saddam, but keep his brutal appara- 
tus in place. 

So the US allowed Iraqi helicopters to 
fly into the “no-fly zone” in the south to 
crush Shia Muslim insurgents. It pre- 
vented rebels from seizing arms from arse- 
nals in Basra. 

Bush feared the Shias would link up 
with Iran, also a Shia country. 

A Pentagon report said, “The Iranian 
occupation of any part of Iraqi territory 
will improve the prospects for Iranian 
domination of the Gulf and remove a re- 
straint on Syria.” 

US forces sealed the border to stop Shia 


Muslims fleeing. The Turkish army in the 
north refused to allow Kurdish refugees to 
settle in the country. 

Men such as Donald Rumsfeld were re- 
sponsible for that policy. Their drive to 
war today is not some attempt to put right 
the “mistakes of the past”. 

Talk of a US military administration in 
Baghdad, resting on Iraq’s internal secu- 
rity apparatus while allowing Turkey a 
free hand in the north, is entirely consis- 
tent with what they did in 1991. 

And they fit with the chilling prediction 
of George Bush Senior’s deputy national 
security advisor, Robert Gates, who said 
in May of that year, “Iraqis will pay the 
price.” 


Page three 


THE PHOTOGRAPHER 


What really 
eure 
warfare 


Peter Turnley took this 
and many other pictures 
showing the reality of the 
last Gulf War 


¢] REFUSED to participate in the pool 
system. | arrived at the “mile of 
death” the morning the day the war 
stopped. It was very early in the 
morning and few other journalists 
were present. 

When | arrived at the scene of this 
incredible carnage, strewn all over 
were cars and trucks with wheels still 
turning, radios still playing, and there 
were bodies scattered along the 
road. 

That first morning, | saw and 
photographed a US Military “graves 
detail” bury in large graves many 
bodies. 

| don’t recall seeing many 
television images of the human 
consequences of this scene, or for 
that matter many photographs 
published. 

A day later, | came across another 
scene on an obscure road further 
north and to the east, in the middle of 
the desert. 

| found a convoy of lorries 
transporting Iraqi soldiers back to 
Baghdad, where clearly massive fire 
power had been dropped and 
everyone in sight had been 
carbonised. 

Most of the photographs | made of 
this scene have never been 
published anywhere and this has 
always troubled me. 

The photographs that | made area 
part of a more accurate picture of 
what really does happen in war. 

| feel itis important and that 
citizens have the right to see these 
images. 

This past war and any one looming 
have often been treated as 
something akin to a “Nintendo 
game”. This view conveniently 
obscures the vivid and often 
grotesque realities apparent to those 
directly involved in war. 

As awitness to the results of this 
past Gulf War, this televised, aerial, 
and technological version of the 
conflict is not what | saw. I’d like to 
present some images that | made 
that represent a more complete 
picture of what this conflict looked 
like. 

War is at best a necessary evil, and 
| am certain that anyone that feels 
differently has never experienced or 
been in it. 

| have always hoped that true 
images of conflict give one the 
opportunity to witness and reflect 
more fully on the full realities of war. 

| feel a responsibility to try to 
contribute to making sure with my 
images that no one that sees the 
brutal realities of conflict, ever feels 
that war is comfortable and/or 
convenient. 

Peter Turnley’s photographs can 
be viewed on 
http://digitaljournalist.org 


Emir’s brother) 

The rest of the council of 
ministers was made up of 
cousins and brothers of 
the Emir. 

Kuwait now... 

@Head of state: Amir] abir 
al-Ahmad al-+Jabir Al Sabah 
@P rime Minister: Crown 

i aalaretcmet-relom-le-Veler-l ital 


Salim Al Sabah (the Emir’s 
cousin) 

@First Deputy Prime 
Minister: Sabah al-Ahmad 
al-J abir Al Sabah (the 
Emir’s brother) 


@THE “LIBERATION” of 
Kuwait brought a wave of 
verifiable atrocities 


against the majority of the 
population— non-Kuwaiti 
migrants from Africa, Asia 
and the Middle East. 

‘The Sudanese woman 
was naked. Two Kuwaiti 
resistance fighters had 
stripped her of her black 
ico) oom 

Now all six were firing 


their AK-47s into the dark 
sky. The leader, a small 
man, shot at the woman's 
feet making herdance 
across the road. 

ialematclemc elie) ee) i tere] 
smile on his face. 

But the woman was not 
his intended victim. After 
20 minutes the six men 


forced her elderly husband, 
an accountant, onthe road 
in front of her. 

He had forgotten to 
remove the lraqi-issued 


licence plates from his car 
after the city had been 
liberated. 

The Kuwaiti resistance 
accused him of being an 


Iraqi collaborator. They 
fired three shots into his 
chest and he slumped into 
the water on the road. His 
mouth stretched ina silent 
scream.’ 

Tim Kelsey describing 
events in Kuwait City, 
Independent on Sunday, 


3 March1991 Bush Senior 
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Italian trade unionists are stopping munitions trains 


Deralling the death machine 


Across Britain people are planning protests, including walkouts, if war starts. 
They can take heart from these examples of when workers struck against war 


DURING THE Vietnam War in the 
1960s and 1970s thousands of trade 
unionists in Australia showed how work- 
ers can halt the war machine. 

The right wing Australian government 
backed the US intervention in Vietnam. 
It sent military advisors to Vietnam in 
1962 and conscripted 20 percent of Aus- 
tralia’s 20 year old men. 

The most radical sections of the Aus- 
tralian working class led the opposition 
to war. When the government agreed to 
send troops to Vietnam in 1965, 2,500 
dock workers walked out in Melbourne. 

In May tugboat workers boycotted a 
US warship in Melbourne. 

Around 500 seafarers, waterside work- 
ers and ships’ painters picketed the US 
embassy in Brisbane. 

Workers in the SUA seafarers’ union 
refused to crew the Boonaroo ship bound 
with food for Australian troops in Viet- 
nam in May 1966. 

Despite their opposition to war other 
trade unions were unwilling to support 
the seafarers’ “political” stand. The iso- 
lation meant that they agreed to crew the 
ship but only “with great reluctance and 
under protest”. 

Members of the crew and other work- 
ers delayed the ship’s departure for three 
hours by staging an anti-war demonstra- 
tion. They draped banners over the ship’s 


@WORKERS IN this 

country have also gone 

on strike against war. 
In 1917, the British 


government wanted to 
help other military 
powers tosmashthe 
Bolshevik revolution 
in Russia. 


World War. 


The prime minister 
of the day, the Liberal 
Lloyd George (right), 
sent troops and 
supplies to right wing 
forces in Eastern 
Europe after the First 
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railings reading “Boonaroo seamen 
oppose war in Vietnam”. 

In February 1967 the Boonaroo was 
instructed to take aircraft bombs and det- 
onators to Vietnam. Seafarers refused to 
crew it and the government had to com- 
mission it as a Navy ship. 

Meetings of the seafarers’ union on 8 
March 1967 voted overwhelmingly 
against carrying any war materials to 
Vietnam. After police assaulted students 
protesting in Northland, members of the 
dockers’, and plumbers’ and gaslifters’ 
unions attended a solidarity rally. 

Trade unions supported the anti-con- 
scription Save Our Sons women’s organ- 
isation. When five women were 
sentenced to 14 days in prison for hand- 
ing out anti-war leaflets, dock workers 
closed down the port of Melbourne for 24 
hours. 

There were huge vigils outside the 
prison. The women were released after 11 
days. Trade unions also led the move- 
ment in support of people who resisted 
the draft. 

When Lou Christofides was jailed for 
refusing to register, the seafarers at Port 
Kembla deliberately slowed down ships. 
Then they and other trade unionists 
walked out for a day. Christofides was 
released early. 

Union official Laurie Carmichael and 


Russia in April 1920 
with British and 
French backing. 

Aship called the] olly 
George was awaiting a 
Shipload of arms 
destined for Polish 
troops in London’s East 
End docks in May. 


his wife Val were arrested for defending 
their son’s right to refuse the draft. 

Some 500 workers from the docks and 
700 meat workers in Williamstown 
struck to attend the demonstration outside 
their court hearing. The Rebel Unions in 
Victoria, which included around two- 
thirds of trade unionists in the state, said: 

“We encourage those young men al- 
ready conscripted to refuse to accept 
orders against their conscience and those 
in Vietnam to lay down their arms in 
mutiny against the heinous barbarism 
perpetuated in our name.” 

The high point in the struggle against 
Australia’s involvement in Vietnam was 
the national Moratorium marches of 18 
May 1970. Around 200,000 people came 
out to march against the war around the 
country—100,000 of those in Melbourne. 

The slogan of the Moratorium was 
“Stop work to stop the war”. Tens of 
thousands of trade unionists walked out 


‘The slogan of the 
Moratorium was 
“Stop work to stop 
the war”’ 


But the dockers 
refused to load the 
ship and stopped it 
sailing. Their union 
leader Ernest Bevin 


WTaltovamaedikeynzexe meals) 
dockers’ lead and 


congratulated them. 
The railway workers 


to join the marches. Every branch of the 
seafarers’ union struck for the whole day. 

“The Moratoriums were the most im- 
portant industrial actions,” says Phil Grif- 
fiths, an Australian socialist. 

“They were huge demonstrations 
against the war, but they were also 
strikes. Between a half and two-thirds of 
people at the weekday rallies were work- 
ers. They drew everyone in. I was work- 
ing at a conservative high school at the 
time of the second Moratorium in 1970. 
Around half the teachers struck. 

“That feeling fed into everything. In 
1969 the government jailed a Commun- 
ist Party union official for refusing to pay 
a fine for organising a strike. 

“One million workers struck—in the 
middle of a war—and forced the govern- 
ment to release him and scrap the law 
against trade unions.” 

The resistance to the war at home, and 
the failure of the US to defeat the Viet- 
namese, broke the back of the Tory gov- 
ernment. The Labour Party was elected 
in 1972 for the first time in 23 years. 

“There is an enormous amount of feel- 
ing against war on Iraq,” says Phil Grif- 
fiths. “John Howard, our right wing 
prime minister, supports the war. 

“We have had huge protests. Some of 
the unions are calling for strikes the day 
after war starts.” 


called on its members 
to refuse to handle any 
munitions that were 
bound for Poland. 

When Polish forces 
were driven back in 
August 1920, Lloyd 
George threatened to 
take large-scale 


military action. 

The Labour Party 
and the Trades Union 
Congress met and 
authorised the 
formation of a Council 
of Action. It had the 
power to calla general 
Strike if British forces 


Italian dockers 
will not load 
US weapons 


ITALIAN TRADE unionists and anti- 
war activists are continuing their 
campaign against the movement of US 
military hardware from Italy to the 
Gulf. 

Activists began blocking trains 
carrying US weaponry three weeks 
ago. 

Members of Italy’s largest trade 
union, the CGIL, were central to the 
protests. 

People let off smoke bombs and air 
raid sirens or chained themselves to 
the tracks or to levers in signal boxes 
to stop the “death trains”. 

The campaign began from anti-war 
train drivers telling activists what they 
were due to transport and protesters 
monitoring US bases. 

The main focus has been Camp 
Darby, near to Pisa in the north west 
of country. Some 50,000 protested 
outside the base last Saturday. 

The “trainstopping” caused the US 
massive problems in moving their 
equipment around Italy. Now the 
attention has switched to the ports of 
Livorno and Genoa. 

Any hardware the US wants to 
move to the Gulf from Camp Darby 
will have to be shipped through these 
ports. In Livorno 1,000 union 
members and anti-war activists met 
two weeks ago. 

Guido Abbadessa, the national 
secretary of the CGIL transport 
section, said to massive applause, 
‘Dockers in Livorno and the rest of 
Italy will not load weapons of mass 
destruction. It’s not part of our 
tradition.” 

Three Livorno dockers boarded a 
US ship in 1969 during the Vietnam 
War. They took down the US flag and 
replaced it with a Viet Cong one. When 
the US arrested the dockers the whole 
port threatened to go on indefinite 
strike. They were immediately 
released. 

The leader of Livorno’s dockers 
today is the son of the man who led 
dockers during those protests. 

“There will be strikes in Livorno if 
the dockers are asked to move war 
material,’ Luciano Mulhalber, a 
member of the national executive of 
the Sin.Cobas trade union told 
Socialist Worker. 

“The US has made a deal witha 
private company with no trade union 
to transport the material. 

“The unions are in close talks with 
each other about organising industrial 
action against the war. Even the 
moderate Catholic union is opposed to 
war. 

“The largest union federation, the 
CGIL, is saying that if people strike 
against war it will support them. The 
metalworkers’ union, which is part of 
this federation, has a more radical 
position, saying the federation must 
call for strikes. 

“The CGIL had organised a 
national demonstration for trade 
union rights for this Saturday. They 
have now added a call for peace to the 
slogans. 

“If the bombs have started to drop 
by then it will become a huge march 
for peace.” 


attacked Russia. 

Huge anti-war 
demonstrations were 
held throughout 
Britain. Councils of 
Action sprang up 
everywhere. 

Lloyd George 
backed down. 


A suburban 
paradise lost 


MUSICALS, WESTERNS and good old 
fashioned love stories dominated Hol- 
lywood films of the 1950s. 

On the surface many of those films 
appear to be politically innocent. 

But beneath the surface, and using only the 
subtlest of references, a moral, sexual, ideo- 
logical and political battle took place. 

These films were a reflection of the time they 
were made in. The US economy was booming 
and the vast majority of people saw their stan- 
dard of living rising. 

However, the US was also a society scarred 
by racism and sexual repression and haunted 
by the McCarthyite witch-hunts, during which 
ten Hollywood film writers and directors were im- 
prisoned for belonging to the Communist Party. 

It is in this period that director Todd Haynes 
has set his brilliant new film, Far From Heaven. 

In fact, the film is very much a homage to 
the 1950s Hollywood director Douglas Sirk. 

Sirk was responsible for some of the great 
Hollywood love stories including All That Heaven 
Allows, Written on the Wind and Imitation of Life. 


Simmering quietly 


He used what was described as at the time 
as “weepies” or “women’s pictures” to probe 
and explore the anxieties simmering quietly in 
a decade which was notable for its conformity. 

Far From Heaven is set in the New England 
town of Hertford, Connecticut, in 1957, where 
Cathy Whitaker, played by Julianne Moore, is 
a pillar of the community. 

At first glance everything is “apple pie Amer- 
ica”. There is the perfect house, the perfect hus- 
band, played by Dennis Quaid, angelic kids and 
a caring circle of friends. 

But, as the title of the film suggests, every- 
thing is far from heaven. 

Things begin to fall apart when Cathy makes 
a surprise visit to see her husband at work and 
finds him kissing another man. As their mar- 
riage crumbles Cathy finds true friendship with 
her black gardener. 

The film captures the repressive and suffo- 
cating nature of the period perfectly. 

Everything takes place behind the curtains. 
No one is able to express their true feelings. 


Hired gardener 


Love and friendship can’t cross the racial 
divide and Cathy isn’t even able to talk about her 
problems with her best friend. 

But the outside world also begins to inter- 
rupt the lives of the rich in Hertford. 

In the background news reports flash across 
the TV showing black school students in Little 
Rock protesting against segregated schools. 

The chatter at dinner parties is dominated 
by the question of the Civil Rights movement. 
Hayes looks behind their smiling faces and ex- 
poses the bigotry of the rich. 

Thankfully cinema has come a long way for- 
ward since the 1950s. Far From Heavenis able 
to deal with issues like racism and homophobia 
in a way that actors like Sidney Poitier and Rock 
Hudson could only have dreamt of. 

Far from Heaven was filmed using coloured 
filters and has a luscious musical score by 
Elmer Bernstein so it is a treat for the ears and 
eyes. 

If there is one weakness in the film, it is in the 
relationship between Cathy and her hired gar- 
dener. | just find it hard to believe that a white 
middle class woman would head downtown to 
a black bar and dance the afternoon away with 
him. 

But that is a minor quibble. 

If like me, you're a great fan of old school 
Hollywood films then Far from Heaven, with its 
modern take on the 1950s classics, is about as 
perfect as it gets. 


by MARTIN SMITH 
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Socialists who exposed a dictatorship 


Who was first to 
oppose Stalin? 


THE FIFTIETH anniversary of 
Stalin’s death has given the press 
a new opportunity to misrepre- 
sent the real socialist tradition. 

The Financial Times published 
a piece by Robert Conquest— 
friend of Margaret Thatcher—claim- 
ing that “it is 35 years since 
Conquest’s book The Great Terror 
revealed the full depth of Stalin’s 
crimes to the world”. 

Meanwhile, Jonathan Freedland 
told Guardian readers that because 
of Stalin the left has been afraid of 
a “grand vision for humanity” and 
has preferred piecemeal change. 

The world did not have to wait 
until the 1960s to learn the full 
extent of Stalin’s villainy. 

In the 1930s there were already 
extensive accounts of how Stalin 
had betrayed the original principles 
of the revolution. 

But the likes of Conquest and 
Freedland would like to sweep 
these under the carpet because 
the first analyses came from revo- 
lutionary socialists. 

Ante Ciliga was a leading Yu- 
goslav Communist, driven out of 
his own country for his 
political activity. 

He went to 
Russia and was 
imprisoned be- 


by IAN BIRCHALL 


cause he criticised Stalin’s regime. 

He published an extensive ac- 
count of repression in Russia, The 
Russian Enigma (1938). 

But Ciliga never abandoned his 
“grand vision”. In 1949 he wrote 
that the only way to fight imperial- 
ism and Stalinism was by strug- 
gling for “world union on the basis 
of the brotherhood and equality of 
all peoples”. 

Victor Serge was originally an 
anarchist. He risked his life to travel 
to Russia in 1919 to help the rev- 
olution. 

And he stood by the revolu- 
tion through the darkest days of 
the civil war. 

After being imprisoned and 
exiled by Stalin, Serge came to the 
West and wrote dozens of pam- 
phlets and articles exposing the 
brutality of Stalin’s Russia. 

Serge’s Destiny of a Revolution 
(1937) was published as Russia 
Twenty Years After. It devoted sev- 
eral chapters to a detailed ac- 
count of Stalin’s prisons and 
concentration camps. 

But Serge never aban- 
doned his enthusiasm for 


CHURCHILL, ROOSEVELT and Stalin carved up Europe in 1945 


Inside Bush's other ‘rogue state’ 


the early years of the revolution. 

And he never surrendered to 
Cold War anti-Communism. In one 
of his last letters he wrote, “We 
shall get nowhere if we seem more 
concerned with criticising Stalin- 
ism than with defending the work- 
ing class.” 

Leon Trotsky’s Revolution Be- 
trayed (1936) spelt out in great 
detail how “the bureaucracy has 
turned into an uncontrolled force 
dominating the masses”, produc- 
ing a society based on privilege, 
inequality and brutality. 

But Trotsky never abandoned 
his fight to build a new, truly so- 
cialist movement. Stalin feared him 
so much that he sent hired killers 
halfway round the world to get rid 
of him. 

While revolutionary socialists 
were exposing Stalin, it was not 
only the abjectly loyal Stalinists in 
the Communist Party who were 
backing the brutal regime in Russia. 

The Observer described 
Stalin’s Moscow Trials, which were 
rigged and based on blatant lies, 
as “genuine”. 

Labour Party dignitaries like 

Beatrice and Sidney Webb 

praised Stalin’s rule. 
In 1944 Winston Churchill 
sat down to an expensive meal 


with Stalin, and divided up Europe 
on half a sheet of paper. 

So long as Russia was a military 
ally of the West, little was heard of 
his crimes against his own 
people—just like Saddam Hussein 
half a century later. 

In 1948 Tony Cliff, a follower 
of Trotsky, argued that Russia 
was a form of state capitalism. 

He showed how the forced 
labour and other atrocities of Stal- 
inism were not produced by some 
mysterious “totalitarianism”, but by 
Russia’s need to catch up with the 
industrialised countries of the West. 

Russia was doing what Britain 
and other countries had done in 
the 19th century—but doing it even 
more brutally because it was doing 
it faster. 

It may not be a comfortable con- 
clusion for the likes of Conquest and 
Freedland, but who can deny that 
the basic cause of Stalinism is the 
very system they are so fond of? 

Cliff remained true to revolution- 
ary principles. He concluded his ac- 
count by saying that Russia could 

only be liberated by “the 
masses conscious 
of socialist aims 
and led by a rev- 
olutionary Marx- 

ist party”. 


Learning to 
oppose War 


THIS IS a brilliant re- 
source set up by anti- 
war teachers in the 


ONE IMPORTANT prod- 
uct of the worldwide 
anti-capitalist movement 
is that information is 
available as never before 
about events thousands 
of miles away. 

A new video, Un altro 
modo e’ posibile...in Ven- 
ezuela (Venezuela, an- 
other way is possible), is 
an excellent example of 
this. 

Twice in the last ten 
months the country’s rich 
have tried to overthrow 
the democratically elected 
president, Hugo Chavez. 

Twice the US govern- 
ment has given them 
some support—while 
claiming it is going to 


bring “democracy” to Iraq. 

Twice the Western 
media have reported 
what has happened as a 
“general strike”. 

And twice the mass 
mobilisation of the coun- 
try’s workers and poor 
has kept Chavez in power. 

The video, in Spanish 
with English subtitles, 
tells the story through 
the words of many differ- 
ent participants in that 
mobilisation. 

People tell how they 
benefited from reforms 
carried through by Chavez 
after his election late in 
1998. They describe the 
resistance to these re- 
forms from rich owners of 


private property and the 
extremely privileged elite 
running the nationalised 
oil company. 

Different views are ex- 
pressed. Some see 
Chavez as a revolution- 
ary, carrying through the 
first revolution in history 
“through constitutional 
means”. They don’t re- 
alise that this was exactly 
what was said about 
Chile 30 years ago. 

Others emphasise 
how reactionary the 
Venezuelan ruling class 
is by pointing out that 
Chavez’s reforms were 
“simply social democra- 
tic measures”. 

Similarly, some see the 


struggle as one of “the 
whole people” against ex- 
ternal forces. Others see 
what is happening as “a 
class struggle” in which 
the Venezuelan rich play 
a key part, supported by 
friends in the White 
House. 

Venezuela is the third 
biggest supplier of oil to 
the US and it can’t be 
long before it is in George 
Bush’s list of “rogue 
states”. This makes the 
video very relevant to all 
of us. 

CHRIS HARMAN 

M Copies are available 
from Bookmarks book- 
shop for £15. Phone 020 
7637 1848. 


US. 

It is invaluable for 
teachers and anti-war 
activists everywhere. 

Visit www.rethink 
ingschools.org 


eee 
Best futrebct rage 
Fieitrisn 
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IF YOUR AREA ISN’T SHOWN PHONE THE NUMBER ABOVE 


Bigideasininformal 
settings _—= 
"| 


Marxist \; 


BARNSLEY 

Islam, resistance 

and revolution 

Wed 19 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Barnsley Library. 
BIRKENHEAD 

Advertising the body: 

why sexism sells 

Thu 20 Mar, 7.15pm, 

Oxton Green Community Centre, 
Christchurch Rd. 
BIRMINGHAM HARBOURNE 
Can mass movements 
topple Blair? 

Tue 18 Mar, 7pm, 

Martineau Centre, Oldham Rd. 
BIRMINGHAM SPARKBROOK 
The Holocaust: 

can it ever happen again? 
Thu 13 Mar, 7pm, 
Shahenshah Restaurant, 
Ladypool Rd. 

BRISTOL BEDMINSTER 

How do we fight fascism? 
Wed 26 Mar, 7pm, 

Southville Centre, 
BeauleyRd. 

BRISTOL MONTPELIER 

How do we fight fascism? 
Thu 13 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Bristolian Cafe, Picton St. 
BURNLEY 

Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Tue 25 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Shalamar, Church St. 

With Martin Smith. 

CAM BRIDGE 

Imperialism: is it the armed 
wing of globalisation? 

Thu 20 Mar, 7.30pm, 

CB2, Norfolk St. 
CHELTENHAM 

Divide and rule: why asylum 
seekers are welcome here 
Wed 19 Mar, 7.30pm, 
HC207, FCH Campus, 
Universityof Gloucester, 
StPaul’s Rd. 

CHESTERFIELD 

Can people power 

topple Blair? 

Thu 13 Mar, 7.30pm, 
AssemblyRooms, MarketSq. 
With Dave Hayes. 


INDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS ACTION 
The workers create all the wealth under 
capitalism. A new society can only be 
constructed when they collectively seize 
control of that wealth and plan its 


‘olaere[UConnfovamr-lalemel(-iual elUlatelan 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 


The present system cannot be patched up 
or reformed as the established Labour and 


trade union leaders say. It has to be 
overthrown. 


THERE IS NO PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 
The structures of the present parliament, 
army, police and judiciary cannot be 


COLCHESTER 

Crime, drugs and 
anti-social behaviour 

Mon 24 Mar, 8pm, 

RAD Hall, Walsingham Rd. 
COVENTRY 

Can people power 

topple Blair? 

Wed 19 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Meeting Room1, 
Coventry Uni Student Union. 
CRAWLEY 

Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 

Wed 26 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Three Bridges Community Centre, 
Gales Place. 

CREWE 

Does the media 

control our ideas? 

Thu 13 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Kings Arms Hotel, Earle St. 
DONCASTER 

Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 

Wed 26 Mar, 7pm, 

The Point, South Parade. 
DUDLEY 

Can people power 

topple Blair? 

Wed 19 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Claughton Community Centre, 
Blowers Green. 

GATESHEAD 

War, resistance and revolution 
Tue 18 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Gateshead Library. 
HUDDERSFIELD 

Was Marx the first 
anti-capitalist? 

Thu 20 Mar, 6pm, 
Coffeevolution, Wood St. 
LEEDS BEESTON 

Islam, resistance 

and revolution 

Thu 13 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Tunstall Rd Community Centre, 
Tunstall Rd. 

LEEDS CHAPELTOWN 

Latin America in revolt: 

an eyewitness report 

from Venezuela 

Thu 20 Mar, 7.30pm, 

West Indian Centre, 

Laycock Place. 

LEEDS HAREHILLS 
Fortress Europe: 

why we should welcome 
asylum seekers 

Wed 19 Mar, 8pm, 

Pakistani Community Centre. 


md 


THE SOCIALIST Workers Party is organising activists 
schools Sona the country over the next few weeks. 
The schools will be a chance for people to come 
together to debate how socialists can take the anti-war 
movement forward and fight for change. 
They will discuss “From people power to revolution”, 
“Marxism and oppression” and “How do we organise 


for revolution?” 


Schools will be held in Newcastle, Sheffield, York, Norwich, Swansea, north London, 
south east London and east London on Sunday 23 March. Waltham Forest in east London 
will hold one on Sunday 30 March. Many other areas are organising activists schools. 

For more information phone 020 7538 5821 or e-mail enquiries@ swp.org.uk 


LEEDS HEADINGLEY 
What is the grand strategy 
of the US Empire? 

Thu 20 Mar, 8pm, 
Delicatessen Coffee Bar, 
Hyde Park Corner. 
LEICESTER 

Is revolution possible 

in Britain? 

Mon17 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Cafe Mozart, London Rd. 
LIVERPOOL AIGBURTH 
Anti-capitalism: 

does the movement need 
political parties? 

Wed 19 Mar, 7.15pm, 
Collect Gallery, Lark Lane. 
LIVERPOOL TOXTETH 
Anti-capitalism: 

does the movement need 
political parties? 

Thu 20 Mar, 7.15pm, 
Yemeni Community Centre, 
Lodge Lane. 

LOWESTOFT 

Can war lead to revolution? 
Thu 20 Mar, 7.30pm, 
upstairs, Havelock, 

Love Rd. 


© INTERNATIONALISM 
The struggle for socialism is part of a 
worldwide struggle. We campaign for 
solidarity with workers in other countries. 
We oppose everything which turns 
workers from one country against those 
from other countries. 
We oppose racism and imperialism. We 
oppose all immigration controls. We 
10) 0) ole} ammmal-m ale] alaneymne)e-(el.au ol-\e)9)(-mr-lalemelual=la 


oppressed groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine national 
liberation movements. 

The experience of Russia demonstrates 
that a socialist revolution cannot survive in 


isolation in one country. In Russia the 
result was state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China a similar 


system was later established by Stalinist 
parties. We support the struggle of workers 
in these countries against both private and 


state capitalism. 
We are for real social, economic and 


taken over and used by the working class. 


They grew up under capitalism and are 
designed to protect the ruling class against 


the workers. 


The working class needs an entirely 
different kind of state—a workers’ state 
based upon councils of workers’ delegates 


and a workers’ militia. 


At most parliamentary activity can be 
used to make propaganda against the 


present system. 


Only the mass action of the workers 
themselves can destroy the system. 


political equality of women. We are for an 
end to all forms of discrimination against 
lesbians and gays. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most militant 


sections of the working class have to be 


organised into a revolutionary socialist 
party. Such a party can only be built by 
activity in the mass organisations of the 
working class. 

We have to prove in practice to other 
workers that reformist leaders and 


reformist ideas are opposed to their own 


interests. We have to build a rank and file 
» movement within the unions. 


I Fill in this form and send it to e e je I 
1 pOsee es €©6 Join the socialists | 
I I 
I Name E-mail | 
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MANCHESTER PRESTWICH 
Can people power 

topple Blair? 

Thu 13 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Caribbean Retreat, GardenerRd. 
MANCHESTER RUSHOLME 
Does the media 

control our ideas? 

Thu 20 Mar, 6.30pm, 

Jaffa Restaurant, WilmslowRd. 
MANCHESTER WITHINGTON 
Does our movement 

need political parties? 

Wed 26 Mar, 6.30pm, 
Withington Library,Wilmslow Rd. 
NEWPORT 

Malcolm X 

Tue 18 Mar, 8pm, 

Usk Room, Newport Centre. 
NORTHAM PTON 

What is the grand strategy of 
the American Empire? 

Thu 20 Mar, 7pm, 

Cafe Msaada, Kettering Rd. 
With lan Birchall. 

NOTTINGHAM HYSON GREEN 
After 15 February: 

where next for the anti- 
capitalist movement? 

Wed 19 Mar, 7pm, Forest Field 
Community Centre, Sturton St. 
NOTTINGHAM ST ANNES 

Can people power 

topple Blair? 

Thu 20 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Chase Neighbourhood Centre. 
NOTTINGHAM SHERWOOD 
The politics of fast food: why 
the Big Mac holds us back 
Tue 25 Mar, 7pm, 

Katmandu, Mansfield Rd. 
NOTTINGHAM SNEINTON 
Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 

Tue 18 Mar, 7pm, Sneinton 
Hermitage Community Centre. 
OLDHAM 
Another world is possible 
Sat 15 Mar, 2pm, 

360 GalleryBar. 

OXFORD EAST 

Italy: between reaction 

and revolt 

Wed 19 Mar, 7.30pm, 

East Oxford Community Centre, 


PLYMOUTH 

If bombs and money can cross 
borders, why can’t people? 
Mon17 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Martins Gate Education Centre, 
Bretonside. 

PRESTON 

Blood and oil: the real history 
of the Middle East 

Fri21 Mar, 7.30pm, Unity 
Community Centre, Shepherd St. 
RAMSGATE 

The grand strategy of 

the American Empire 

Mon17 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Racing Greyhound, 

Dumpton Park (opp 2). 

ST ALBANS 

What would a future socialist 
society look like? 

Mon17 Mar, 7.30pm, 

upstairs, TrinityChurch 

(cnr Victoria St/ Beaconsfield Rd). 
With Michael Bradley. 
SCUNTHORPE 

Can people power 

topple Blair? 

Mon17 Mar, 7pm, 

Central Community Centre, 
Lindum St. 

SHEFFIELD HEELEY 

Does the media 

control public opinion? 

Wed 19 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Hartley Street CommunityCentre. 
SHEFFIELD NETHER EDGE 

Can people power 

topple Blair? 

Thu 20 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Merlin Theatre, Meadow Bank Rd. 
SHEFFIELD SHARROW 

If money and missiles 

can cross borders, 

why can’t people? 

Thu 20 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Highfields Library, London Rd. 
SOUTHAMPTON 

Can war lead to revolution? 
Thu 20 Mar, 8pm, Cook House, 
StMary's St.With SabbySagall. 
WATFORD 

Can people power 

topple Blair? 

Thu 20 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Cafe Giordano, first floor, 


WIGAN 

Can people power 

topple Blair? 

Wed 19 Mar, 7.30pm, Wigan Pier. 
YORK 

Vietnam: 

when the US was humbled 
Wed 19 Mar, 8pm, 

Priory Street Centre. 


BARKING 

Latin America in revolt 

Wed 19 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Internet Cafe, 13 London Rd. 
BAYSWATER 

Can a mass movement 
topple Blair? 

Wed 19 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Coffee Island, Westbourne Grove. 
BRENT 

What are the causes 

of gun crime? 

Tue 18 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Willesden Library Centre, 
Willesden High Rd. 

BROMLEY 

Vietnam: when a mass 
movement stopped a war 
Mon 24 Mar, 7pm, 

United Reform Church, 
Withmore Rd. 

CROYDON 

Advertising the body: 

why sexism sells 

Thu 20 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Spice Cafe, Surrey St. 
DALSTON 

Woomera: the 
anti-capitalist protest 

Wed 19 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Centerprise Bookshop, 

136 Kingsland High St. 

With video showing. 

EAST HAM 

Does the media 

control our ideas? 

Thu 20 Mar, 6.30pm, 
Indo-Ceylon Cafe, St] ohn’s Rd. 
EUSTON 

Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Wed 26 Mar, 6.30pm, 

Cafe Muse (opp British Museum). 
FINSBURY PARK 

Is war central to capitalism? 
Wed 19 Mar, 7.30pm, Gadz Cafe, 
Clifton Terrace (opp e). 
HARLOW 

Revolt and resistance 

in Latin America 

Wed 26 Mar, 8pm, 

Polly's Pantry, Wych Elm. 

With Andy Brown. 

HOUNSLOW 

Can real change come 
through parliament? 

Thu 20 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Committee Room, Montague 
Hall, Montague Rd. 

LADBROKE GROVE 

The bloody history of 

British imperialism 

Tue 18 Mar, 7.30pm, Paddington 
Arts Centre, Woodfield Rd. 
With Yuri Prasad. 

LEWISHAM 

If missiles and money 

can cross borders, 

why not people? 

Wed 26 Mar, 7pm, 

Hunkarim Restaurant 

(cnr Lee High Rd/ Marischal Rd). 
LEYTONSTONE 

Che Guevara: more than just a 
revolutionary icon? 

Wed 26 Mar, 8pm, 


NEW CROSS 

Is this the best democracy 
we can have? 

Tue 25 Mar, 7pm, Moonbow 
Jake’s Coffee Bar, New Cross Rd. 
SEVEN SISTERS 

Can people power 

topple Blair? 

Wed 26 Mar, 7.30pm, 

Duygu Turkish Restaurant, 
105 West Green Rd. 
SHOREDITCH 

Does the media 

control our ideas? 

Thu 20 Mar, 7pm, BarleyMow 
(cnr Curtain Rd/ Rivington St). 
STAMFORD HILL 

“Take to the streets”: 

the lessons of Argentina 
Thu 13 Mar, 7.30pm, Cyprus 
House Cafe, Manor Parade. 
With Annie Nehmad. 
STREATHAM 

Divide and rule: why we don’t 
blame asylum seekers 

Wed 26 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Boogalu’s, Sunnyhill Rd. 
WATERLOO 

Does the media 

control our ideas? 

Wed 19 Mar, 6pm, 

Capital Kebabs, 

The Cut (nr Young Vic). 

With SallyCampbell. 
WOOLWICH 

Is this the best democracy 
we can get? 

Wed 26 Mar, 7.30pm, upstairs, 
Earl of Chatham, Thomas St. 


LIVERPOOL UNIVERSITY 
Advertising the body: 

why sexism sells 

Wed 19 Mar, 2pm, 

Guild of Students. 

LONDON SCHOOL OF 
ECONOMICS 

Empire of fear: 

Bush's war at home 

Thu 20 Mar, 6pm, 

HongKong Theatre. 

With Mike Davis. 
MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY 

If missiles and money 

can cross borders, 

why can’t people? 

Thu 13 Mar, 5.30pm, 

MR4, Student Union. 
MANCHESTER METROPOLITAN 
UNIVERSITY 

Radical Islamic movements: 
a challenge to imperialism? 
Thu 13 Mar, 6.30pm, 
Cameron Committee Room, 
Student Union. With Ameen Hadi. 
NOTTINGHAM TRENT 
UNIVERSITY 

After 15 February: 

where next for the anti- 
capitalist movement? 

Tue 18 Mar, 7pm, 

Boots Library, Shakespeare St. 
SHEFFIELD UNIVERSITY 
Vietnam: 

when the US was humbled 
Wed 19 Mar, 1pm, 

The Moors, Student Union. 
THAMES VALLEY UNIVERSITY 
Can people power 

topple Blair? 

Thu 27 Mar, 2pm, Sports Hall, 
Student Union. 

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON 
Is revolution necessary? 

Tue 25 Mar, 1pm, 

Chadwick Lecture Theatre, Main 


CowleyRd. Harlequin Shopping Centre. Gannett’s (off Lee Bridge Rd). Quad. With Alex Callinicos. 
07946 269 024 07803 620 390 

Anti Nazi League Barnsley East London Portsmouth 

www.anl.org.uk 07881 558 590 07753 697 743 07801 290 411 

@ 0207924 0333 Birmingham Exeter Scotland (SW Platform) 

Globalise Resistance 07949 028 362 07939 558 115 07855 023 739 

www.resist.org.uk Black Country Hackney Sheffield 


@ 0207053 2071 


07941 834 125 


07788 770 741 


07905 678 506 


Stop the War Coalition Bradford Home Counties South East London 
www.stopwar.org.uk 07811 403 299 07905 589 865 07951 737 003 
@ 020 7053 2155/6 Brighton Kent South London 
Socialist Alliance 07808 368 551 07950 610 257 07939 017 973 
www.s ocialistalliance.net Bristol Lancashire East Southampton 

@ 0207791 3138 07711 718 519 07968 952 180 07811 210 036 
Defend Council Housing Cambridge Lancashire West Swansea 


www.defendcouncilhousing. 
org.uk 
@_020 7987 9989 


07950 142 464 


07931 725 633 


07759 901 392 


Camden & Islington 
07961 337 640 


Leeds & West Yorkshire 
07734 265 291 


Thames Valley 
07929 618 579 


Committee to Defend Cardiff Manchester Tyneside 
Asylum Seekers 07815 775 819 07946 413 763 07748 653 627 
www.defend-asylum.org Central London Merseyside Waltham Forest 
@ 07941566 183 07957 316 094 07951 241 562 07796 697 271 
Spark Chesterfield Norwich West London 
@ 07905 998675 07881 558 590 07733 137 201 07958 996 777 
Scottish Socialist Party Coventry Nottingham York 


@ 0141 2217714 


07712 047 873 


07956 477 778 


07984 132 371 
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ALLS NOT WELL ON THE DOMESTIC FRONT 


The hidden victims 
of Blair's Britain 


Regeneration or 
degeneration? 


“YOU MAY be unhappy with Tony Blair’s 
international polices, but look at New 
Labour’s achievements on the domestic 


front.” 


That’s the message coming from some of 
Blair’s ministers and supporters. 

But Blair’s Tory policies at home are creating hard- 
ship and misery for millions of people. 


Blair and chancellor 
Gordon Brown boast of the 
government’s “success” of 
low unemployment. 

A new study last week, 
by research organisation 
Local Futures, exposed the 
government’s figures as a 
fraud. 

The official unemploy- 
ment rate is around 4 percent. 

But there are thousands 
of people existing in dire 
poverty, concentrated in un- 
employment “hotspots”, 
who don’t appear on the of- 
ficial unemployment count. 

These are the “hidden 
unemployed”, the people 
whose stories don’t even 
rate a mention in the 
speeches of government 
ministers. 

Many have been wiped 
off the official unemploy- 
ment figures because they 
are forced to claim incapac- 
ity benefit and severe dis- 
ability allowance. 

As the report says, “Of- 
ficial unemployment rates 
for places like Glasgow, the 
north east and Merseyside 
are less than 10 percent. 

“Counting those on inca- 
pacity benefit and disability 
benefits, these figures more 
than double.” 

Across Scotland, if the 
people on disability benefits 
were added to the unem- 


BROWN claims “success” 
on unemployment 


Picture: JESS HURD 


by HELEN SHOOTER 


ployment figure the true rate 
would be 361,000, accord- 
ing to other research by uni- 
versities. 

That’s triple the official 
rate of 113,612. 

Workers aged between 
50 and 65 make up the 
biggest group of the “hidden 
unemployed”. 

“The older age groups 
are people who are more 
likely to have suffered from 
the decline of traditional in- 
dustries,” says the Local Fu- 
tures study. 

“They are also more 
likely to have fewer qualifi- 
cations and therefore are 
much less likely to move 
back into the workforce.” 

These people are not 
“workshy” or “benefit 
cheats”, as the right wing 
press and politicians brand 
them. 


Stress 


They are victims of the 
economic policies of both 
Tory and New Labour 
governments. 

Many of them would like 
to do some form of work de- 
spite various physical or 
other health problems. 

But instead all they are 
offered are relentless 40 
hour a week jobs, under in- 
tense pressure and stress 
which could destroy their 
health. 

So people end up being 
trapped on disability bene- 
fits. As the study says, 
“While industries may have 
left, many of the people who 
worked in them remain. 

“Low mobility and high 
levels of social housing in 
highly deprived neighbour- 
hoods further entrenches the 
level of benefit claimants.” 

But the “new industries” 
in these areas provide fewer 


jobs, at much lower rates of 


pay. LIVERPOOL HAS been targeted for regeneration, but deprived areas have been left to rot 
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LIVERPOOL IS one of the 
cities New Labour has tar- 
geted for regeneration. 

But money from re- 
generation schemes often 
end up prettifying some 
parts of a city, while more 
deprived areas are left to 
rot. 

In Everton, one of the 
wards in the area, more 
than 40 percent of the 
local labour force is on un- 
employment or disability 
benefit. 

This is the highest rate 
in England. 

The local population 
has dropped by 65 percent 
over the last ten years. 

Life expectancy rates 
are amongst the lowest 
in Britain and the inci- 
dence of heart disease 
and cancer is amongst 
the highest. 

Kenny Whittaker is 54 
years old and has lived in 
Everton all his life. 

He now works at a local 
community centre. He 
said, “I’m 54 years old 
now. | was made unem- 
ployed seven years ago. 

“| used to be a scaf- 
folder. | have to say l’d 
have a job climbing out of 
bed now! 

“My brother was a scaf- 
folder and he took me 
along as his labourer. 

“Then there were those 
Thatcher years and the 
construction industry went 
belly up. So that was the 
end of that. 

“| was out of work for a 
while. Then | was lucky to 
be in the right place at the 
right time, got a chance to 
go to university and finally 
got a job here. 

“But round here has 
the one of highest rates of 
unemployment in the 
country. 

“A lot of unemployed 
people come to the centre 
trying to get computer 
skills to improve their 
chances of getting a job. 

“All the places that used 
to provide work—builders’ 


yards, foundries, laun- 
dries—they’ve all gone. | 
can’t think of anything that 
has replaced them. 

“These job clubs aren’t 
much help. When | was un- 
employed all they did was 
give me a Yellow Pages 
and a phone to ring round 
and ask if anyone had work. 
It was soul destroying. 

“The jobs just aren’t 
there.” 


Poverty 
doubled 


ae cee, 


FIVE million people 
are living in poverty 
today—double the 
number in the 1970s. 

That figure was 
revealed in a report 
from the Joseph 
Rowntree Founda- 
tion last week. 

It found those at 
high risk of being 
unemployed were 
lone parents, people 
with a disability, 
those with low qual- 
ifications and skills, 
those over 50, and 
black or Asian 
people. 

If you fit all 
these categories 
you have a 90 per- 
cent chance of 
being unemployed. 

“People with very 
high risks of non- 
employment spend 
long periods without 
earnings. Their diffi- 
culties cry out for 
policy initiatives,” 
says the Rowntree 
Foundation. 

But New Labour’s 
policy initiatives 
have threatened lone 
parents and disabled 
people with benefit 
cuts to bully them 
into taking a job. 


‘ld never been out of work before. Now I'm like a different person’ 


BRIAN IS a 61 year old 
former docker on incapacity 
benefit. He lives in Liverpool, 
one of the areas highlighted in 
the study. 

‘I left school at 15 years old 
and I had never been out of 
work. Then we were all sacked 
from the Liverpool docks in 
1995. 

We had thought our jobs 
were secure and safe. My 
father and brother had worked 
on the docks, and quite a few 


relations as well. So it was a 
major shock. 

I was 53 years old. We 
fought for two and half years 
to get our jobs back. 

I’d always hoped I’d get 
back to the docks. 

After the dispute finished in 
1998 a sense of desperation 
came over me. 

Me and my wife Pat had 
visions of losing the house. Our 
children were still living with 
us then. 


I just couldn’t see any way 
out. When I started there in 
1968 there were 15,000 
workers on the docks. 

People had high hopes that 
their sons would follow them 
in there. 

When we were sacked there 
were 500 workers. 

We thought that learning 
new technologies—computer 
skills and that—would open 
up opportunities, especially for 
the lads in their 40s. 


But of the hundreds who 
were around at the end of the 
dispute not more than 30 of us 
have got jobs now. 

I’d always thought that I 
was an adaptable type. 

But for four years I was out 
of work. 

I’m not the same person. I 
get stressed out. 

Then last year my doctor 
encouraged me to try and get 
some light work. It has given 
me something to get up for in 


the morning. 

I do two hours a day, five 
days a week opening the mail 
in a civil service department. 

Because I’m still on 
incapacity benefit I can only 
work up to 16 and half hours a 
week and can’t earn more than 
£67 a week. 

I get £4.94 an hour. I never 
thought I’d ever work for that 
kind of money, and I wouldn’t 
under normal circumstances. 

Even with my pension and 


everything | live off half what I 
used to when I worked. 

The government talks 
about “‘there’s no jobs for life” 
any more. That hits the young 
and older people. 

It makes people desperate 
and then I see people turning on 
asylum seekers, saying they get 
loads of benefits. It’s so wrong. 

We should turn on the 
people who are doing it to all 
of us—and that’s the 
government.® 


“NO WAR! Blair out!” was the 
chant as thousands of protesters 
converged on Manchester city 
centre from three separate 
starting points on Saturday of 
last week. 

Some 15,000 people defied 
appalling weather to join the 
protests, which coincided with 
International Women’s Day. 

From the south of the city 
came 7,000 people. There were 
4,000 from Salford, and 2,000 
from Cheetham Hill in north 
Manchester. 

The march was backed by the 
Labour-run Manchester City 
Council. 

Numbers on the Cheetham 
Hill march grew as groups of 
young people came out of 
shopping centres to join in. 

“Down with Blair! Up with 
the people!” was one common 
chant. 

Joan Horniman told Socialist 
Worker, “It makes me really 
angry that Blair and the 
government are ignoring public 
opinion. They should remember 
who voted them in, and we can 
get them out.” 

Neelam Butt, aged 15, was 
marching with a group of school 
students at the head of the feeder 
march from Cheetham Hill. 

He said, “They talk about 
fighting terrorism, but Bush and 
Blair are the ones using terrorist 
methods. 

“We have to say no to this war 
and do everything we can to stop 
it. If Blair ignores us he should 
be out of his job.” 

George Galloway MP won a 
huge reception. He began by 
holding up his mobile phone 
saying, “This telephone has an 
open line to a refugee camp in 
the Gaza Strip. 

“T want you in Manchester to 
send a message to the refugees 
in the camp where Israeli tanks 
are murdering people: ‘Free, free 
Palestine!” 

The chant was taken up with 
passion throughout the crowd. 
He continued: 

“Tf this barbarism of war 
begins in the next few days, 
school children should stream 
out of their schools, the students 
should stream out of their 
colleges, and the workers should 
stream out of their workplaces 
and head for the centre of 
Manchester and bring this city to 
a halt.” 

PAUL McGARR 


OVER 2,000 people braved bad 
weather to march through 
Nottingham on Saturday for the 
biggest political rally in the city 
in years. 

Whole families turned up with 
their homemade placards. 

At the rally, the focus was on 
what to do if Tony Blair insists 
on going to war. 
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Ghada Razuki from the 
national office of the Stop the 
War Coalition made it clear that 
we were opposed to war even if 
the US manages to bully and 
bribe the other members of the 
UN into passing a second 
resolution. 

Local left Labour MP Alan 
Simpson highlighted the 
growing rebellion in the Labour 
Party. 

Steve Ainley from the Fire 
Brigades Union also spoke, and 
school student sisters Aurora and 
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Daisy did a rousing double act 
on the microphone to call for 
walkouts and stoppages in all 
schools, colleges and workplaces 
if the warmongers go ahead. 

People queued up to buy their 
advance coach tickets to London 
for the demonstration on the 
Saturday after any outbreak of 
war. 

Nottingham protested on 
Saturday and Nottingham is 


repared for the next round. 
JOHN SHEMELD 


AROUND 5,000 people took to 
the streets of Sheffield against 
the war last Saturday. 

There were feeder marches 
from nearly a dozen districts. 
Some 1,000 people marched 
from the west of the city. 
Hundreds of school, college and 
university students made up the 
bulk of the vibrant march. 

Many of the school students 
had struck against war on the 
Wednesday. 

“Around 500 students have 
marched down from the 
university,” Ellie Downes from 
Sheffield University told 
Socialist Worker. 

“There is a big feeling against 
war in the university—many 
people feel they have to say 
something in opposition to this 
war.” 

“This war is a disgrace,” said 
Donna Upwyle, who had joined 
the demonstration with her 
young family. 

“Tt hardly warrants being 
called a war. The US and Britain 
are going to flatten Iraq. 

“Where does it stop? If we get 
rid of Blair it will stop him 
doing other crap.” 

At the rally demonstrators 
endorsed Sheffield’s 20 
delegates to the People’s 
Assembly for Peace in London. 

Protesters enthusiastically 
cheered speakers who called for 
mass civil disobedience. 
MATTHEW COOKSON 


UP TO 2,500 people marched in 
Aberdeen, in the largest anti-war 
protest the city has yet seen. 

Emma Morrison, chair of 
Aberdeen Coalition for Justice 
not War, urged those attending to 
respond to Tony Benn’s call for 
direct action in the event of war. 

Protesters, who included a 
large number of school, college 
and university students as well 
as pensioners and trade 
unionists, were urged to take the 
anti-war message into 
workplaces, colleges, streets and 
schools. 

Gill Thackray, speaking on 
behalf of the Unison union, said, 
“Today, on International 
Women’s Day, I have a choice 
whether to take my children to 
McDonald’s for lunch, or to feed 
them something nutritious. 

“Women in Iraq do not have 
that choice. Children are starving 
because of sanctions, and now 
our leaders are talking about 


bombing them.” 
JOHN CONON 


TWO MARCHES brought 8,000 
protesters together outside the 
Scottish Parliament in Edinburgh 
on Thursday of last week. They 
heard speakers including Tommy 
Sheridan, George Galloway and 
Margo MacDonald. 

The march from the US 
consulate started with a 
humorous attempt by some 
“artists against the war” to 
conduct a weapons inspection on 
the building, and protesters 


carried a giant Palestinian flag 
measuring 60 feet by 20 feet. 

People joined the chants of 
“Bush, Sharon, you can’t hide, 
we charge you with genocide!” 
and “Hell, no! We won’t go! We 
won’t die for Texaco!” 

At the rally loud cheers 
greeted Tommy Sheridan from 
the Scottish Socialist Party. 

He described the horrendous 
World Health Organisation 
report that suggests that in the 
first five days of the war there 
could be between 100,000 and 
500,000 casualties. 

Leading Palestinian Dr 
Mustapha Barghouti spoke by 
phone from Palestine. He spoke 
of the double standards applied 
by the West over the 
enforcement of UN resolutions. 
PAUL O’HANLON, 

Edinburgh Stop the War 


BRIDGEND SAW its biggest 
demonstration for decades on 
Saturday when 250 people 
marched despite pouring rain. 
The loudest cheers at the rally 
were for calls for walkouts if 
war begins and for regime 
change in London, for Blair to 
go. 
The rally elected three local 
campaigners to the People’s 


Assembly in London. 
JEFF HURFORD 


OVER 500 anti-war protesters 
from peace groups throughout 
Somerset marched through 
Taunton. 

The demonstration was 
organised by the newly formed 
Taunton Stop the War Coalition. 

A rally at the town hall heard 
speakers from Glastonbury, 
Sedgemoor, Exeter and Taunton 
pledge their determination to do 
everything in their power to stop 


the war. 
PATRICIA ROWE 


ALSO ON Saturday 1,000 
people marched in Chichester. 
The police succeeded in 
alienating large numbers of 
people by videoing everyone 
who took part. 

On the same day 200 people 
marched in Wakefield, where 
there were significant numbers 
of Labour Party members and 
school students. 

Some 400 demonstrated in 
Sunderland despite an 
outrageous police ban. School 
students led a large and loud 
demonstration through 
Plymouth, the second in a 
fortnight. 


SOME 50 local residents 
including pensioners and school 
students took part in a lively 
protest in Hackney in east 
London last Saturday. 

Victoria Park Stop the War 
Coalition activists occupied a 


zebra crossing for an hour to 
highlight opposition to war. 

We received a warm response 
from car drivers held up by the 
protest. Many took leaflets 
calling for civil disobedience 


when war breaks out. 
CAROL WILLIAMS 


THE SEDGEMOOR Peace 
Group has started distributing 
10,000 anti-war leaflets door to 
door in the Bridgwater area in 
order to highlight local actions 
opposing war. 
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These include a weekly 
Saturday vigil in the town 
centre, Monday evening 
meetings and coaches to the 
national demonstration at the 
Fairford US military base on 
Saturday 22 March. 

JEFF BREWSTER 


SOME 100 people packed into 
the Blackwood Miners Institute 
in the South Wales Valleys to 
hear a debate between Labour 
MP Don Touhig and Blackwood 
Coalition to Stop the War on 
Sunday. 

Don Touhig argued Blair is 
right to go to war if that is what 
the “family of nations” decides. 

The audience overwhelmingly 
rejected his arguments and 
pressed him on the US’s role in 
propping up dictators around the 
world. 

Touhig attempted to argue that 
those who stood behind Blair 
were standing in the tradition of 
those Welsh miners who went to 
Spain to fight Franco in the 
1930s. This was met with some 
laughter! 

A firefighter who had been in 
Northern Ireland with the British 
army and whose son is now in 
Kuwait spoke against the war to 
huge applause. He said the US 


was only after oil. 
HUW WILLIAMS 


SOME 100 people protested 
outside the surgery of David 
Lammy, Labour MP for 


Tottenham, on Saturday. 

They were outraged that he 
voted in parliament for the war 
and is reported as saying 
Tottenham residents are not 
interested in the issue. 

SIMON HESTER 


OTHER LOBBIES of MPs 
last week included 150 to 200 
people in Oxford against 
government minister Andrew 
Smith MP. 


IN THE biggest local meeting 
many people can remember, 100 
people packed a meeting in the 
small border town of Berwick- 
upon-Tweed on Saturday. 

The discussion focused on the 
role of the UN and how to take 
the campaign forward. 

The meeting sent three dele- 
gates to the People’s Assembly 


for Peace. 
GERRY JONES 


SCARBOROUGH and Whitby 
New Labour MP Laurie Quinn 
was taken apart by members of 
Scarborough Stop the War 
Coalition at a public meeting on 
Saturday. 

Quinn, who voted for war, had 
agreed to meet us following 
mass picketing outside his 
surgery. 

The MP, a specialist in gruff 
northern affability, obviously 
expected to melt his audience 
into going along with a polite 
question and answer session. 

What he got was a direct, 
angry, informed challenge from 
the very outset. 

He was clearly rattled when 
65 out of 70 people voted to give 
arms inspections as long as 
necessary and the other five said 
they should last several more 
months. 

Quinn then left to take a 
phone call on a subject “of far 
greater importance to the people 
of Scarborough”—the sea wall. 
SUE RAM 
THERE WERE also public 
meetings in Spinney Hill in 
Leicester (100 people) and in 
Preston (over 80 people). 


SOME 70 people turned out in 
driving rain on Friday of last 
week to tie ribbons with anti-war 
messages outside Earlsdon li- 
brary, Coventry, and 30 people 
did stop the war stalls in three 


areas of the city at the weekend. 
PENNY HICKS 


TEACHERS AT St Paul’s Way 
school in Tower Hamlets, east 
London, have voted to strike if 
war starts. 

A union meeting agreed that 
“we recognise the need to move 
from protest to action in order to 
stop the war. If, and when, the 
conflict begins, this union group 
intends to mark this by refusing 
to treat this like any other day.” 

And the meeting agreed they 
would “leave school, as a protest 
strike, at 1.30pm on the day the 
US and Britain begin bombing 
to join a local protest.” 

The meeting also agreed to 
“leaflet parents and students 
informing them of our decision, 
and encouraging them to join us 
in a local protest against the war”. 

The decision was reported to 
an excellent meeting of Tower 
Hamlets Stop the War Coalition 
last week. 

It saw representatives from 
local unions, anti-war groups, 
community and faith groups, 
school students and several local 
councillors discuss building 
protests against war. 


The local PCS civil servants’ 
union has voted to walk out on 
the day war starts, and council 
workers are discussing the same. 
TOWER HAMLETS STOP THE 
WAR COALITION 


OVER 200 students from 
Glasgow University walked on 
Wednesday of last week and 
blocked various road junctions on 
the way to Caledonia University. 

We held a rally, which drew 
around 500 people, and marched 
to Strathclyde University where 
we took over the main building. 

The demo then went and 
blockaded the army recruitment 
office. Many spectators were 
pleased and we had a little 
singsong along the line of 
“Everybody come and join us 
and we’ll stop this fucking war”. 

Then we forced the closure of 
the Scottish Labour Party 
headquarters. We asked to see the 
general secretary, Lesley Quinn, 
but she refused saying it was not 
an “official demonstration”. 
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We elected several delegates 
to go to the People’s Assembly 
and vowed to return and rip the 


Labour Party headquarters apart. 
AFTAB ANWAR and 
PETER NICHOLLS 


OVER 200 students at Dundee 
University struck and occupied 
the main administration building 
on Wednesday of last week. 

About 150 students marched 
from Dundee Art College to join 
the protest against war. There 
was also a students’ strike at 
Monifieth High School. 

The feeling in the university 
occupation was fantastic. The 
management was powerless as 
students chanted “No war on 
Iraq” and “Bush and Blair go to 
hell, we won’t go to war for 
Shell.” 

The protest elected delegates 
to the People’s Assembly in 
London and students went away 
encouraged to build a massive 


walkout if war starts. 
JAMIE ALLINSON 


SIX UNISON union members in 
Manchester have met to 
campaign for a walkout of 
council workers at Salisbury 
House on the day war starts. 
One of the six reported, 
“There are about 100 Unison 
members here. We’ re each 
aiming to win a few more to the 
idea of striking against the war. 
“We’ll walk if we can get 


about 20 members to agree.” 
MIKE KILLIAN 


ABOUT 50 anti-war and anti- 
pollution protesters joined forces 
for a noisy lobby of Peter Hain 
MP at his Neath office on Friday 
of last week. 

He seemed rattled when one of 
the anti-war protesters asked him 
if he was on the side of Nelson 
Mandela or George Bush. 

HUW PUDNER 


WEDNESDAY OF last week 
was Ash Wednesday. 

So the Stop the War Coalition 
and Pax Christi, the Catholic 
peace campaign, on Merseyside 
marked with ashes the army 
recruitment centre in protest 
against war on Iraq and 
militarism. 

“Peace” and “No war on Iraq” 
marked the front of the building. 
MARTIN TIMSON 
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London weighting 


SCHOOL SUPPORT staff 
protested outside East Ham 
town hall on Wednesday of 
last week. This was part of 
a week-long strike involving 
selected groups of local 
council staff in 17 London 
boroughs. 

The action was part of 
the long-running fight to win 
an increase to £4,000 in the 
London weighting allow- 
ance many workers get for 
the extra costs of living and 
working in the capital. 

That fight has already 
seen several London-wide 
one-day strikes involving 
tens of thousands of 
council workers and school 
support staff. 


backed by the government, 
have refused to move. 

Last week groups of 
workers in many boroughs 
were pulled out for a week. 
Other groups were out this 
week. 

“We take home around 
£180 for a full week,” said 
Sam White, from Brompton 
Manor school. 

“If you have a family you 
can spend £100 or more on 
shopping. Then there’s 
your rent or mortgage, and 
travel. Then you have to 
find a childminder. You’re 
out of pocket just by the 
time you’ve finished with 
that lot.” 


UNISON 
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Tom Nixon is the TGWU 
branch secretary in 
Newham. Some of his 
members were due to strike 
this week as part of the 
dispute. 

“It is vital to keep up this 
action. We'll have refuse 
and cleaning workers out. It 
would be wrong to end the 
strike action until we win a 
decent offer.” 

Strikers rallied in other 
areas of London last week. 

Around 120 strikers 
from 12 schools in Camden 
in north London marched to 
a rally at Camden Town Hall 
chanting, “Low pay, no 
way” and “Money for 
schools, not for war”. 


TGWU elections 


THE CAMPAIGN to elect the 
next general secretary of the 
TGWU union upped tempo last 
weekend. 

Barry Camfield launched his 
campaign to replace Bill Morris 
at a 180-strong rally in London. 

Ex general secretary Ron 
Todd, London mayor Ken Liv- 
ingstone and John Cryer MP 
all addressed the rally. 

He is centring his campaign 
on rebuilding shop stewards’ 
organisation, repealing the 
anti trade union laws, fighting 
for equality for women and 
black people and “winning the 


Diary 
coming 
UR eents 


— 


Tuesday 18 March 
@Alex Callinicos speaks 
about his new book, An 
Anti-Capitalist Manifesto, 
6.30pm, Bookmarks, 1 
Bloomsbury Street, 
London. Phone 020 7637 
1848 to reserve your free 
place. 


Friday 21 March 

@The Empire of Fear— 
Bush’s war at home. A talk 
by Mike Davis, 7pm, 
Bloomsbury Baptist 
Church, Shaftesbury 
Avenue, London. 


Labour Party back for peace 
and socialism”. 

Another candidate in the 
election is Tony Woodley, 
deputy general secretary. 

Woodley addressed the 
15,000-strong anti-war demo 
in Manchester last Saturday: 

“Tony Blair talks of paying a 
blood price. The people who 
will pay that price are the tens 
of thousands who will die in 
this war. 

“They are signing the death 
warrants of those people in our 
name. We have to say this war 
is not in our name.” 


Sunday 30 March 

@Say no to locking up 
asylum seekers. Protest, 
1.30pm, Dugavel removal 
centre, south Lanarkshire. 
Called by Ayrshire Friends 
of Refugees. 


Saturday 26 April 
@Anti-racist march, rally, 
concert and political debate, 
Manchester. Organised by 
Unison. 


Saturday 31 May 

@Stop privatisation—the 
case for council housing. 
Defend Council Housing 
national conference, 11am- 
4.30pm, Friends Meeting 
House, Liverpool. 


4-11 July 

@Marxism 2003, central 
London. A week of debates, 
forums and meetings 
organised by the Socialist 
Workers Party. 


Both Camfield and Woodley 
are standing as left wing can- 
didates. Another candidate, 
Jack Dromey, is widely thought 
of as more in line with New 
Labour policies. 

There is a danger that having 
two left candidates could split 
the left vote and allow Dromey 
to get elected. 

Nominations close on 23 
April and voting takes place in 
May. 

It would be much better for 
the union if the left could con- 
centrate its forces behind one 
candidate. 
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Final salary schemes 


The £30 billion 
pensions theft 


A SERIES of disputes have 
broken out as_ employers, 
including at BAE Systems, Peu- 
geot and the Birmingham Eve- 
ning Mail, try to make workers 
pay more for their pensions. 

Management threaten that unless 
workers accept pay cuts then pension 
“final salary” schemes—which offer 
improved benefits—will be ditched. 

The employers say they have been 
driven to this by the fall in share prices 
which has put intense strain on pension 
funds. 

They never mention how they have 
plundered these schemes in the past. 

The Inland Revenue has just released 
figures of the flow of money into and out 
of big pension funds over the last two 
decades. 

They show an awesome scale of rob- 


Civil servants 


bery by bosses of some £30 billion. 

Between 1987-8 and 2000-1 2,881 
employers took “holidays” from making 
contributions to pension schemes. This 
saved them over £13.2 billion. 

Over the same period 1,566 employers 
reduced their contributions, saving £4.75 
billion. Some 293 employers took re- 
funds from these schemes, saving an- 
other £1.2 billion. 

Another £9 billion of pension funds 
went to “increases in benefits”. Much of 
this was redundancy packages to make it 
easier to sack people. 

The Financial Times says, “For a long 
time pension schemes provided generous 
benefits to employers. 

“Among large schemes, surpluses al- 
lowed employers to avoid £29 billion in 
contributions in the years 1987-8 through 
2000-1. 

“Partial contribution holidays aided em- 


ployers by a further £1.6 billion. These 
numbers underestimate the benefits earned 
by employers. 

“Most schemes with surplus did not 
have to report contributions holidays be- 
cause they fall below the ceiling where 
reporting was required.” 

Incredibly, despite all their squealing, 
a fifth of pension schemes are still on em- 
ployers’ pension holiday. 

Such facts make a mockery of claims 
by employers that there is no way to fund 
decent pensions. 

The trade unions should put forward 
these demands: 

@No wage cuts. 

@No cuts in pension scheme benefits. 
@For a proper state-run system that gives 
pension security for all. 

Where necessary, there should be 
strikes to win these demands. 

CHARLIE KIMBER 


Health workers 


THE CIVIL servants’ PCS 
union launched a major cam- 
paign last Saturday to end low 
pay in the service. 

Over a quarter of civil ser- 
vants earn less than £13,250 a 
year. 

Central to the campaign is 
the demand for a national 
framework to end pay discrep- 
ancies which are up to £4,700 
between different departments. 

The campaign is likely to be 
a prelude to widespread indus- 
trial action. 

Low pay was not on the 
agenda of the right wing dom- 
inated national executive com- 


London 


THE PCS London regional 
committee for the Depart- 
ment of Work and Pensions 
voted last week to campaign 
against job losses in job cen- 
tres and benefits offices. 

Management are sacking 
680 casual workers in 
London to make cuts. 

“This is a direct result of 
the government’s plan to sack 
20,000 staff by April 2006,” 
says Paul Murphy, a member 
of the regional committee. 

“We need a nationwide 
campaign. In London we’re 
having a lobby of parliament 
on Tuesday 25 March and 
there are plans for a strike 
ballot in April.” 


mittee last week. 

The misnamed Moderate 
group spent a whole day in a 
desperate last ditch attempt to 
prevent national elections. 
Members voted overwhelm- 
ingly in favour of annual elec- 
tions in a recent ballot. 

General secretary Mark Ser- 
wotka is determined to carry 
out the membership decision 
and elections are still expected 
in May. 

MARTIN JOHN 


HEALTH WORKERS in the 
Unison union employed by 
private contractors across 
east London are stepping up 
their fight for decent pay and 
conditions. 

Domestic workers, caterers 
and porters at Homerton and 
Whipps Cross hospitals have 
rejected an offer from ISS 
Mediclean. 

They are set to begin a 
ballot for strike action on Mon- 
day 31 March. 


Signing against hysteria 


HUNDREDS OF people have 
so far signed the Committee to 
Defend Asylum Seekers 
(CDAS) open letter condemning 
racist hysteria in the press and 
politicians who encourage it. 

The signatories include Tony 
Benn, MPs Jeremy Corbyn and 
John McDonnell, Labour Party 
NEC member Christine Shaw- 
croft and Dr Ghayasuddin Sid- 
diqui of the Muslim Parliament. 

The entire national execu- 
tive of the Fire Brigades Union, 
including general secretary 
Andy Gilchrist, John Edmonds 
of the GMB union, Bill Speirs of 
the Scottish TUC and Mick Rix 
of Aslef have all signed the 
statement. 

Other signatories include 


Firefighters 
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unionists who want to see 
the union win and organise 
solidarity. 

Moving immediately — to- 
wards new strikes would put 
immense pressure on Blair’s 
shaky government. But FBU 
leaders also feel the pressure. 

They know the government 
and the media would launch a 
vicious propaganda campaign 
if strikes took place during a 
war against lraq. 

“The union has to take 
a firm line over that,” says 
Neale Williams from north 
London. 

“It is not us who are putting 
innocent lraqi people at risk or 
sending working class soldiers 
into battle. It’s the government. 

“We cannot allow them to 


blackmail us with the war, 
which the FBU and most fire- 
fighters oppose. 

“If they want to avoid strikes, 
they should stop attacking us 
and meet our justified pay 
claim. 

“The same media that lies 
about us is lying about the 
war. Most people oppose the 
war. 

“Millions of people back our 
campaign as well. The time for 
half measures is over. We 
need to strike back hard. 

“That’s the message local 
officials and rank and file ac- 
tivists are taking to next week’s 
conference. 

“If the government uses the 
law against us our union at all 
levels needs to be saying loud 
and clear that we will defy 
them and demand action from 


the whole of the trade union 
movement.” 

The new issue of Red 
Watch, the voice of rank 
and file firefighters, is out 
now. It can be ordered 
from 07973 521 594 or 
07939 021 094. 


Mark Serwotka of the PCS 
union, Paul Mackney of Natfhe, 
Billy Hayes of the CWU, Jeremy 
Dear of the NUJ and film direc- 
tor Ken Loach. 

The campaign aims to pub- 
lish the letter in the national 
press toward the end of April, 
at the height of the May elec- 
tion campaign. 

Get copies of the 
statement from CDAS— 
www.defend-asylum.org or 
phone 07941 566183. 


Unison, supported by local 
community organisations, is 
organising a major event to 
build solidarity with the low 
paid workers’ action. 

JIM FAGAN 

Bi Living wage rally, 
7.45pm, Monday 24 
March, Assembly Hall, 
University of East London, 
Stratford Campus, 
Romford Road. Speaker: 
Dave Prentis, Unison 
general secretary. 


Candy and Dave 


THE STATEMENT calling 
for the reinstatement of two 
leading health activists to the 
Unison union is gaining 
support. 

A fact sheet dealing with the 
expulsion of Candy Udwin 
and Dave Carr from the union 
is now available. 

Contact the campaign on 
07958 732334 or e-mail candy 
anddave @hotmail.com 
lm Send messages of 
support and donations to 
Camden Unison, 59 
Phoenix Road, Brill Place, 
London NW1 1ES. 


ANTI-NAZI activists can- 
vassed homes in Beeston in 
Leeds following the firebomb- 
ing of an Anti Nazi League 
member’s car last week. 

The Nazi BNP thinks it can 
win a council seat in Beeston. 

Most people were disgusted 
with the actions of the Nazis and 
very happy to sign our petition. 
MICK DEAR 


SLEF, THE train drivers’ 
union, believes that member- 


Journalists 


WORKERS AT the BBC are 
fighting against the sacking 
of journalists Adli Hawwari 
and Adbul Hadi Jiad from the 
World Service. The journal- 
ists are Iraqi and Palestinian. 
Around 60 reps from the 
journalists’ NUJ union met 
in London last week. They 
voted unanimously to con- 
demn the management’s 
dismissal of the two work- 
ers and to call for action. 


ship of the BNP is incompati- 
ble with union rules. 

Jay Lee, a BNP candidate 
in May 2002, was expelled 
from Aslef. Lee is appealing 
against the decision. Please 
give Aslef your full support by 
sending a message to 9 Ark- 
wright Road, London NW3. 

In Sandwell in the West 
Midlands the Unison union 
last week voted not to cooper- 
ate with any Nazi councillors 
elected in the borough. 


WORKERS AT the giant Peu- 
geot car plant in Coventry sus- 
pended a 24-hour strike due to 
take place on Friday 7 March. 

The 3,500 workers, who are 
in the TGWU union, rejected a 
pay offer which involved in- 
creased pension contributions. 

The company has now of- 
fered to delay increasing the 
contributions until October. 

The workforce will vote on 
the new offer. 
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rBU: NEW SIPIKe Call 
alter latest Insults 


THE FIRE dispute is back on after four weeks 
of talks produced the worst offer yet from the 
employers and the government. 

There is pressure from firefighters for more strikes. 
There are also threats from deputy prime minister John 
Prescott to use Tory anti-union laws and the cover of war 


to ban action. 

A wave of anger spread 
through fire stations and con- 
trol rooms as 52,000 Fire 
Brigades Union (FBU) mem- 
bers heard details of the offer 
last week. 

The FBU executive unan- 
imously rejected the offer. 
That was also the feeling of a 
meeting of union officials 
from every brigade and area 
of the union. 

There will now be a spe- 
cial FBU conference in 
Brighton on Wednesday of 
next week to consider the 
next step. 

Last week’s brigade offi- 
cials’ meeting was an informal 
body which is not allowed to 
vote or take decisions. 

Speakers from seven of the 
union’s 14 regions called for 
rejection of the offer and 
wanted the union to announce 
fresh strike dates immediately. 

FBU general secretary 
Andy Gilchrist and the 
union’s executive, however, 
decided to delay any decision 
until the special conference 
and seek talks with Prescott 
this week. 

The government has made 
clear it will not fund a better 
deal. It wants to see the pack- 
age of cuts and attacks on 
working conditions rammed 
through. 

Firefighters are being 
told they have to accept an 
offer of 16 percent over 
three years. 

That is worse than the 16 
percent over two years of- 
fered last November when 
Prescott intervened at the last 
minute to scupper a deal. 

The 16 percent is not 
guaranteed. The only pay rise 
offered to all firefighters and 
control room operators with- 
out strings is 4 percent for last 
year. This has been on offer 
for nine months. 

The rest is tied to “mod- 
ernisation”. Even then pay 


by KEVIN OVENDEN 


rises will not go to all work- 
ers, but to those who demon- 
strate “new skills”. 

The union would have to 
go along with a raft of at- 
tacks. The government wants 
firefighters to work “up to 24 
hours a month” overtime on 
top of a 42-hour working 
week. 

The “maximum” of 24 
hours would quickly become 
the norm. For 32,000 full 
time firefighters such levels 
of overtime are equivalent to 
over 4,000 posts. 

That is the number of job 
losses John Prescott sug- 
gested he was after earlier 
this year. 


Fewer 


This week he began the 
parliamentary procedure to 
scrap one of the fire service 
regulations to make it easier 
for chief fire officers to close 
stations. 

The offer also gives man- 
agement the power to set 
shift patterns locally. That is 
part of scrapping national 
standards of fire cover so 
that fewer firefighters are on 
duty at night and some sta- 
tions are either shut or 
downgraded. 

The document could also 
mean a firefighter finding out 
on Christmas Eve that they 
are expected to work the fol- 
lowing day. 

This is a drive to break the 
influence of the FBU. 

It would destroy national 
negotiations and mean that 
the union could only declare a 
dispute if a chief fire officer 
agreed. 

“That is a recipe for the 
employers driving through 
whatever they want, with the 
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HAPPEN 


FIREFIGHTERS ARE determined to win their pay claim 7 


union left powerless,” says 
Andy Brickles from the FBU 
in the East Midlands. 

Scab outfits such as the 
RFU, and any other “stake- 
holder”, would be given the 
same weight in talks as the 
FBU, which represents 95 
percent of workers in the fire 
service. 

“The whole thing adds up 
to making fewer firefighters 
work harder while the service 
is cut,” says Graham Noakes 
from the FBU in Essex. 

“There is nothing in it for 
control room operators. It 


points the way to attacks on 
pensions and other areas. 

“There is no question of 
accepting this. The issue is 
only getting the strikes back 
on.” 

“Every time we have 
taken the pressure off by 
suspending strikes to go into 
talks, they have come back 
with a worse offer,” says 
Yusuf Timms from west 
London. 

“The only time we have 
been taken seriously is when 
we have struck. Our members 
understand that, despite the 


confusion that has set in after 
the dispute has gone on so 
long. 

“We have to have a simple 
position. Take the effective 
strike action we voted for by 
nine to one and stick with that 
action. There’s no reason why 
we can’t walk and talk to the 
employers, if they have an 
offer, at the same time.” 

There was further confu- 
sion in fire stations on 
Monday of this week when 
FBU leaders said they were 
prepared to talk to Prescott 
about extending overtime. 


That is not a position 
agreed at the union’s execu- 
tive last week. 

Many suspected it was a 
propaganda move designed 
to underline the reasonable 
approach taken by the union 
and the intransigence of the 
government. 

But that argument has al- 
ready been won in the FBU 
and the wider trade union 
movement. 

Hinting at unnecessary 
concessions disorientates 
FBU activists and other trade 
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GUARDS AND conductors 
on 12 rail lines could call 
strikes next week after a two 
to one vote for action. 

The dispute to restore 
the safety role of guards 
goes right to the heart of the 
way privatisation has sacri- 
ficed safety, services and 
passengers in the interests 
of the rail conglomerates. 

The 12 companies where 
workers have returned a vote 
for strikes are: Arriva Trains 
Merseyside, Central Trains, 
Connex South Eastern, 
Govia South Central, Mid- 
land Mainline, Scotrail, Sil- 
verlink, Thames Trains, 
Virgin West Coast, Virgin 
Cross Country, Wales and 
Borders, and Wessex Trains. 

Eight companies have al- 
ready caved in and agreed to 
sign up to a document out- 
lining the central safety role 
of guards. 

The RMT union has been 
battling for three years to 
stop the job of a guard being 
turned into one of mainly 
selling tickets and goods. 

The union’s executive de- 
cided this week to delay call- 
ing strikes until after further 
meetings with the compa- 
nies on Friday. 

“The guard plays a vital 
safety role aboard a train,” 
one guard on Arriva Trains 
Northern told Socialist 
Worker. 

“We are responsible for 
orderly evacuation if some- 
thing goes wrong. We deal 
with incidents where pas- 
sengers need assistance. 


Network 


“We know the track and 
the rolling stock and are an 
extra pair of eyes for the 
driver. There’s only one 
reason for getting rid of 
that. That’s to put profit 
before people’s safety.” 

“The pressure on guards 
and train crew is increasing 
all the time,” said a guard 
on Silverlink. 

“You’ve got to deal with 
more and more passenger 
enquiries as services are 
scrapped and cancellations 
happen at a moment’s notice. 

“All the while you look 
at the hours and the pay, 
and you realise you can’t 
allow it to get any worse.” 

This is one of several 
issues that could lead to coor- 
dinated strikes across most or 
all of the rail network. 

Aslef, the train drivers’ 
union, has called for consol- 
idating pay scales nationally 
and has suggested action if 
that does not happen by 
May. 

The government, through 
its Strategic Rail Authority, 
bankrolled Arriva Trains 
Northern and First North 
Western when they were 
faced with industrial action 
recently. 

The government and 
the companies have yet to 
be hit by coordinated 
strikes. 

The rail privateers may 
hope to ride out limited 
strikes, but are in a weak po- 
sition to deal with hard hit- 
ting action. 


In a separate dispute over 
pay, train crews on First Great 
Eastern are set to strike for 
one day on Monday of next 
week. 
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